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BILL LOEFFLER, of the Lawrence Spear 
and Fin Club, Lawrence, Mass., is 
very proud to have eliminated this 
creature from the peace-loving depths 
of the sea. “Creature” is a 30 pound 
Monk fish speared at Palm Island, 
Mass., September, 1953. These fish 
are capable of swallowing flounder 
with one gulp. It looks like something 
left over from Halloween. 





Yesterday . . . Today & Tomorrow 

representing manufacturers of 
quality equipment for the underwater 
explorer and sportsman as they would 
re pre sent the mM Se li es lo distributors G 
wholesalers serving the southeastern 
United States, the Caribbean countries 


and South America. 
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Mr. E. Cressi, speargun and swi ing equip 
basket of fish. Photo contributed by Gustav Dalla Valle. 5 
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t inventor, with one of the first spring guns and: 











understanding mother, his friends and divir 


jimerax ——~'. 


A statue, ‘‘Christ Protector of the Divers’, 
to be erected and placed in San Fruttuoso Bc 
at Portofino, Italy. Clubs and individuals of th 
world that are interested are asked to contribu, 
a piece of bronze for its construction and the Ont 
spiritual presence. The statue will be based « 
a 20 ton concrete block and will be plac 
about 20 meters deep . . . the ceremony, whic 
has been approved by the Holy Father, will to: 
place on July 25, 1954. Mail bronze to: . south 
Redentore Committee, c/o Mr. Duilio Marcante, dept 
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it is sad to report, as the year 1953 draws to 
a close, that a skin diver was lost in an attempt 
to break the existing world’s depth record for 
a free-swimming dive. On December 4 Mr. 
Hope Root, a Miami, Florida lawyer, dove to 
pt least 500 feet . . . was apparently overcome 
‘by the “rapture of the deep’’ and failed to 
return to the surface. Mr. Root planned to drop 


n the 
“Trieste 
Eplungi 


to the 410 foot mark on a weighted line to Vico Falamonica 1, Geneva, Italy. Thre 
which tags were attached indicating the depth. XXX 150 on 
He left the surface at 12:27 P.M., when sun- Dr. D. Gutman of Haifa, Israel, writes thd (ab 


light penetration into the water was at its 
greatest. He hoped to complete the deep plunge 
within 20 minutes. The daring lung diver was 
52 years old and a respected member of the 
Neptune Club of Miami. 


their diving season lasts from April to Nover Hole , 
ber. The sea is usually calm and the temper 

ture warm from September on. Their catch 
consist of Rockfish, tuna, lobsters, Raie fish at, \\ 
turtle. They have a divers’ paradise, known ¢ | feet) we 
Eilat, on the Red Sea. Water is reported to 4} Now al 
crystal clear, calm as a lake and the colors of) <o4),-})|j, 
too beautiful to describe. ] 


Sea. 


Gordon Klein, skipper of the charter boat from 
which Hope made his dive, reported . . . ‘He 


| 


descended to 40 feet, then hesitated to equilize iti | _ hal 
the Pressure. Then he descended to 80 feet and San Diego, California—Bringing illegal lo we nuh 
again stopped of equalize the pressure. Then six incl 


sters in from Mexico during California's close 
season cost two San Diego men over $2,1( 


s recently — one of the largest total fines ew The | 
ing off et 400 feet, he dropped te 450 feet. levied in a lobster case. The two men, fif of from 
We had a cable over the side with painted tags dealer Robert F. Rood and Gerald E. Frank [I!4 to 3 
at various depths. Hope expected to bring back were fined $500 and $300 A! Ge ‘ 


. respectively of balla 

the tag from the 410 foot level, which would so: 2 
4 M | Jud C. Toothaker. Th am 4 

have given him a world’s record dive. Our Ne See Sane yang ia 9 The 7 


deepest tag was at 450 feet, and | thought (JIMCRAX continued on Page 14) tthe ball 
perhaps he was going for that one. But some- tainers 
thing happened. He went down again, this ~ Bolaced 


time to 500 feet. That was the end. He wasn’t New Deadline I I the hal 
which a 


seen again.” | 
FOR ALL COPY fis suppl 

Manuscripts, Photography + At th 
Advertisements spotted 


Mthouch 
10th of each month «: :: 
Preceding month of Publication |)" 

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY Ist | that po: 
March Issue n the | 
We extend our condolences to Mr. Root’s =} You c 


3 971 


vision. 


he went down like a shot to 400 feet. That 
was all according to schedule. But after level- 








The previous record for deep lung diving was 
held by Maurice Fargues of France . . . 396 
feet... he came up, dead. 


It is my sincere hope that this new dead- 
man’s record of 500 feet will stand uncontested 
for free swimming divers until time and science 
can provide us with the knowledge and equip- 
ment to again attempt such a feat .. . this 
will not be in the near future. 
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The Batyscaphe ‘“‘Trieste’’ preparing for a dive off Capri Island 
in the Mediterranean. Depth at this point was more than 1000 meters 


(approximately 3300 feet). 
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By VICTOR DE SANCTIS 
dent of “Circolo Subac quel Torino” 
Turin, Italy 


On the morning of October 2nd, 1953, I was 
n the round cabin of Picard’s Batyscaphe 
“Trieste”, while this underwater craft was 
lunging into the Tirrenean Sea, 4 miles 


| 


{ 


\ 


e 


W 


leet 


Ischia Island, reaching down to the 
f 700 meters, that is 2.310 feet. 

days before Mr. Picard had reached 
meters deep into the Mediterranean 
10,395 feet) in the famed “Tirrenian 
the deepest point in the Mediterranean 


after a plunge of 350 meters (1,150 
we already were surrounded by darkness. 
turn on our two 


ind then we would 


hlights to light up the water around us, 


}hut we did not see any living thing through 
, the hublots, which were made of Plexiglass 
ae nehes thick, and affording a very clear 
a's close 
- 2 
fines ev The Batyscaphe was sinking at the speed 
men, fit of from 14 to 1 meter per second, (from about 
E. Frank |1!4, to 3 feet p.s.) controlled by the discharge 
tively fof ballast. 
way a The 7 tons of steel balls, which constituted 
4) the ballast. were stuffed in two tanks or con- 
wees HNC rs equipped with electro-magnetic valves 


} 


the 


















nthe fine mud 


we 


bottom. The valves 


means of a 


1 at the controlled 
ballast by field 
1 are activated by two coils whose power 


magnetic 


plied by two batteries. 

the depth of 500 meters (1,650 feet) I 
‘da few little phosphorescent lights but. 
ch I lighted up the searchlights, I was 


ible to spot the organisms who 
nsible for such lights. When we reached 
ea bottom, which is 700 meters deep at 
point (2,310 feet), the batyscaphe sank 


which 


were 


covers the sea floor. 


You couldn't see anything through the hub- 


lets, as they were obstructed by the mud. So 
we opened the outlets of the ballast and the 
Batyscaphe jumped a few feet slowly, just like 
an annoyed whale. 

then that we could see the sea 
bottom, perfectly lighted by our searchlights: 
it appeared of 


It was 


a green-amber color, full of 
squalor, without any sign of life either animal 
or vegetable, nothing but the fine mud which 
for centuries, from the very beginning of ow 
world, has been falling like a miniature snow 
from. the to form 


like a 


bottom 
floor 


sea surface to the 
that 
comfortable carpet. 


a sediment covers the sea 


The mud which had stuck to the Batyscaphe 
together with more mud from the sea bottom, 
formed something like a cloud around us, so 


we started our two propellers, powered by 





with his 


Victor De Sanctis shooting scenes 


““Aquaflex"’ under the Batyscaphe. 


Professor Auguste Picard and son Jacques inside the round cabin of 
the Batyscaphe at a depth of 3150 meters (about 10,395 feet). 
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Photos by Victor De Sanctis 


electric engines, and the Batyscaphe 


moved along a little. 


two 


In the meantime we were getting a “posi- 
tive” drive from the 86 tons of light gasoline 
which we had aboard in special tanks. and 
that was taking us to the surface again. 


In the last 300 meters Jacques Picard, son 
of Professor Picard, tried the safety device, 
in this releasing the ship of all the 
ballast. The Batyscaphe reached the surface 
at the speed of about 2 
(about 614 feet), with 
waving motion. The Italian and Swiss Flags 
were flying from the mast together with the 
standard of the “Cirocolo Subacquei Torino”, 
our Underwater Club, to which both Professor 
Auguste Picard and son Jacques belong as 
Now the Batyseaphe 
at Castellammare Naval 
Yards, waiting for the next spring. 


way 
meters per second 


a sensible rolling o1 


honorary members. 


“Trieste” is moored 


What is Picard planning for the future? 


First, he wants to improve his Batyscaphe, 
so to be able to reach the deepest spots in 


the Atlantic Ocean, which we believe are 


around 6,000 meters (about 19.800 feet). 
But most of all he wants to make available 
to men of science and research a safe and 


maneuverable craft capable of carrying them 
to the deepest points in the 
enable them to see 


Ocean, so to 
and study the abysmal 


kingdom still unknown. > 





SIMPLE LOBSTER SALAD 


2 or 3 cups 
pieces) 
Yp cup diced celery 
2 tablespoons French dressing 
Mayonnaise 
—Combine lobster and celery; then marinate 
in French dressing. Add mayonnaise and garnish 
with olives or pimento strips. Salad serves six. 


cooked lobster (cut in small 


WHITE SAUCE FOR BAKED FISH 


tablespoons flour 
tablespoons butter 
cup milk 
Yp teaspoon salt 

Several grains of pepper 

Melt butter; remove from heat; add flour 
and mix until smooth. Add milk and cook until 
thickened; stir constantly. Makes 1 cup sauce. 


“NN 
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Illustrated (from lower left upward) are DESCO lung 
Models “A”, “B”, “D”, and upper right “C”. Small illu 
trations show DESCO Deluxe gun, harpoon pistol, surfad 
air mask,:-+-+--- snorkel mask, swim fins, lightweight s 
cushion mask, and snorkel. 


Distributors for the fine line of Cressi underwater spo 
equipment, including the famous Ostrica and Medus 
masks and Rondine Swim Fins. 

Sole franchise in the U.S.A. for the famous Rex-Hevé 
line of Milan, Italy, including the world’s most powerlg — 
guns, the Tums, and countless other accessories for 
serious spearfisherman. 

Also manufacturers for the DESCO snorkel, cushid 
mask, nose clips and earplugs, depth gauge, and a co 
plete line of sport and professional diving equipme 

Dealer inquiries invited. 


IF IT’S USED FOR DIVING, DESCO MAKES | 
WRITE FOR LITERATURE TODAY! 


DIVING EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY COMPANY 
DEPT. S$, 234 NORTH BROADWAY © MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 





The first annual East Coast Spearfishing 
Championships were held August 9th, at the 
Blackfish Rock area, Montauk Point, Long 
Island. The thirteen competing teams, repre- 
senting seven eastern clubs, found the weath- 
er to every one’s dislike. Low temperatures 
and occasional light rain forced many a skin 
diver from the water before the end of the 
two hour fishing period. Blackfish made up 
the bulk of the fish that were speared. The 
minimum of fourteen inches for blackfish 
and twenty-four inches for striped bass, 
helped to keep the fish sufficiently large 
enough to prevent adverse publicity. 


The meet was sponsored by the Long 
Island Dolphins club with the cooperation of 
the International Underwater Spearfishing 
Association. There was an entry fee of $10.00 
per team entered. Each club was permitted 
to enter as many three-man teams as _ they 
wished with no substitutes or alternates per- 
mitted. 


Winning teams and Judges were: 

First Place: 52 pounds. The Porpoise Club 
of Coney Island: Bill Carew, Bernard Nistad, 
Guy DeAuguste. 

Second Place: 32 pounds 6 ounces. The 
Sound Surf Club of Northport: Bill Paulsen, 
Tim Maguire, Gene Leder. 

Third Place: 22 pounds 10 ounces. The 
Long Island Dolphins; Joe Wetzel, Dick 
Ferg, George Knobloch. 


Planning Committee: Joe Wetzel, Dick 
Ferg, George Knobloch, Don Byrne, Bugs 
ies . vam * Sojka and Sandy Spieser. 
ars — ES , eS , Judges: Charles Dyruff, Gustav Dalla Valle, 
IRST PLACE WINNERS — The Porpoise Club of Coney Island with 15 Stan Armstrong, Ben Holderness and Jon 


blackfish that totaled 52 pounds. Left to right: Bernard Nistad, Bill Carew 
pnd Guy DeAuguste. The Porpoise club had two teams entered in the meet. 


OFFICIALS AND JUDGES of the tournament: back row, left to right: Gustav 
Dalla Valle, Charles Dyruff, timekeeper and Ben Holderness. Front row, the 
> N 


Gnagy. => 


ponsoring club and the third place winners, left to right, Joe Wetzel, Jr., 
S eorge Knobloch, Dick Ferg and Stan Armstrong, a visitor from the Los 
Angeles Neptune club. Meet was held August 9, 1953, Montauk Point, L. |. 
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nall illug sy 4 
|, surfodn 2s » ; LARGEST INDIVIDUAL —> 
: F . CATCH — 28-lb. ray by 
pight s 4a m4 »( Ken Simpson. Pictured are: 


Frank Stock, Simpson, Bill 
Carew, T. Levchenko, Mary 





iter spo | sang! Simpson and judge Charles 
| Medus , _ Dyruff. 

ex-Heve 
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Swimmers, Jobbers, Dealers . . . 


shi! EXTRA-LARGE GIANT 
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AGAIN AVAILABLE!! 
KES | IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!! 


any Write for free Catalog of our complete 1954 line. 7521 Clay Street 


ISCONSIN 
Huntington Beach, California 
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Skin Divers 
In the Sky 


By DORIS HAKMAN 


A recent photographic error inspired me to 
write this article. My husband had taken a 
shot of a beautiful autumn sunset over Colora- 
do Bay in Guaymas, Mexico. The mixture of 
orange, red and yellow against dark clouds 
was breathtaking! The following morning, we 
went on a back pack expedition through the 
southern coastal hills, looking for new bays 
and I snapped a picture of the boys in a 
safari line coming over the hill with their 
gear and wearing straw hats. Since neither 
of us had wound the film, we had a double 
exposure. But such a double exposure. 

It had the effect of skin divers heaven, so 
to speak. The subjects were just reaching the 
crest of the hill, out of these glorious clouds, 
brushed with golden strokes from the sunset 
scene, and in the distance was the blue water 
of Bocochibampo Bay with the odd, sombrero 
shaped Mexican mountains in the background. 
My only other comment is that the expressions 
on the divers were that of a quiet ecstacy, 
which gave the whole illusion of a human 
being reaching an ethereal goal. 

To be a little more practical and informa 
tive about this last trip to Kino Bay and 
Guaymas, I must add, that, as usual, the fish 
ing was terrific and the weather ideal for 
those that don’t care for the summer heat. 

Kino is practically virgin country for div- 
ers, but as of this writing, don’t go in any- 
thing more delicate than a bull-dozer, as the 
road is a three foot deep mixture of powder 
and gravel with the center ruts and ridges 
rendering your car airborne 99% of the time. 
The Mexican lobster in Kino are plentiful 
and big and so are the fish. The natives are 
mostly Indian, so we Drinking 
water is best taken in, and this presents a 
problem. As there were nine of us, our water 
didn’t last 
of Kino and were informed with impressive 


were told. 


long, so we went to the village 


gestures, that each day, someone is eaten by 
sharks at the island which we were planning 
to row out to and try our luck with the big 
ones. While this didn’t bother us a bit, we 
realized, suddenly, the boat would cost too 
much, and so on to Guaymas! 

Much has been said about Guaymas in pre- 
vious articles. | would only like to add that 
there are many good grouper 
points of the bays a few miles on either side 
of Bocochibampo, with Yellowtail and White 
Sea Bass seen this time of the year. Our group 
consisted of Larry Schlagel, Bill Hood, Carl. 
Toni, and Cherry Hall, Howard Gillen, Wes 
Clover, and Harry and Doris Hakman. 

Everyone got lobster at Kino, and Carl and 
Larry grouper. At Guaymas 
Larry brought in a thirty pound White Sea 
}ass (Totuava) and a forty-five pound group- 
er. We all got pound 
grouper. Bill Hood was death on big halibut. 
He had a couldn't hold and 
Harry brought in a four and a half foot 
Moray with his grouper. There were also 
Pargo and Golden Cabrillo speared and many 


caves on the 


speared some 


fourteen and fifteen 


stringful he 
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TOP—Doris Hakman at Guaymas with a 14-Ib. 
Grouper. The fish twisted the Arbalete shaft 
when he took off. 
BOTTOM—tarry Schlagel weighing a 30-lb. 

Totuava at Guaymas. 


other fish. We didn’t waste our fish, we traded 
them for Mexican dinners and every one 
was happy. The grouper are spooky, but they 
are there and if you can just sit in a cave 
or behind a rock long enough holding your 
breath, your chance will come. Larry's forty- 
five pound grouper gave him a nice ride 
around the ocean. What's bad is when you 
speir them and they get back in their caves. 
then you have a hard time getting them back 
out again. There is a place by the Mira Ma: 
where you can freeze your fish and the price 
is reasonable. 

One of the biggest treats of these gulf 
waters is the abundance, size, and variety of 
everything in them. We encountered several 
turtles habi- 
tuated with Eagle Ray that were madening 
taken for granted 


immense swimming in areas 
in size. Rays are usually 
in sandy areas, but occasionally when the 
ocean floor seems to be moving beneath you 
and suddenly you see a carpet of beautiful 
polka dots soaring off in the distance, you 
hang suspended by the sea and enjoy natures’ 
show. Not so however, with Howard and Bill 
who found themselves suspended four feet 
above a Manta on the rise. They both swear 
they couldn’t see the wing tips on this ray 
for the extent of its width, and another group 
in a boat near the same area are still talking 
about “the time the sun was hidden from 
view! 

All in all our group had a wonderful time, 
with beautiful weather and 
There is only one regret and that is, we can’t 
get down again for at least four weeks, which 


is too long to wait. »= 


good catches. 


BOOK REVIEW... 


‘“‘The Undersea 


Adventure”’ 


By R. K. AWTREY 


(236 Diolé—Julian Messner. 


Inc. 


The jacket of this book states that the 
author is one of the few men who |hias q 
legitimate need for a pen that will writ 
underwater and this can be readily bel eved, 
M. Diolé is not a spearfisherman recounting 
how he has speared this fish and that on= bu 
rather, it would appear, an artist-scienti+t se 
ting down with pen instead of brus!: his 
impressions of the undersea world. 


pp.)—Philippe 


The Undersea Adventure starts by de-cril 
ing, in a style reminiscent of Antoine é¢ 
Saint-Euxpery’s Wind, Sand, and Stars. th 
author's first descent into the sea. “liver 
do certainly have adventures,” he writes, in 
apologizing for not having ‘any. “Only the 
are not what land dwellers usually understand 
by the word. The greatest, most ex: iting 
adventure is the mere act of being aliv 
where, among men, only the drowned visi 
you.” After going on from there to ove 
the sensations of further diving, he takes w 
in successive chapters, the history of div ng 
from the days of the ancient Greeks, for ever 
Alexander the Great had his UDT, the « our 
ship and breeding habits of many difleren 
types of undersea life, the story of seawved 
all kinds, and finally the author’s pet j-eeve 
how undeveloped and unexploited is the seq 
Except to reap its harvest to whatever © xterm 
possible, there is little done to try to utilis 
fully its potentialities as man has those of th 
land. Some of the few notable exceptions a 
the laying out of oyster beds, the operatir 
of fish hatcheries, and the inducing of cw 
tured pearls in oysters. There is a tremendou 
waste in the ocean; witness how the ling lay 
twenty-five to thirty million eggs a year | 
only an infinitesimal fraction of these sur 
vive to become fish of an edible size. Wha 


ineficiency, and nowhere do we find this i 
man’s domestic creatures and crops on ‘and 


Perhaps from this review so far you hay 
the impression that The Undersea Adventur 
is some sort of scientific treatise on marin 
life. Far from it! The author seems to ramb) 
on from subject to subject in a delightful! 
disorganized manner, as if setting down a fe 
paragraphs—all interesting and seldom wit 
a scientife name anywhere—on each topic 4 
it comes into his head. For example, in tly 
chapter entitled Courtship the author 4dé 
scribes, first, love among the octopi and othd 
cephalods, then courtship among fish in geq 
eral, then lampreys (the male kills the fema 
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fertilization), the eels and how they migra! 
to the Sargasso Sea to spawn, this someho 
leads him on to whales, and so on, but n 
in any logical order. 


The book, for the most part, is fascinatin 
reading; furthermore, it will give the ski 
diver a more widespread knowledge of lil 
in the sea and the more you know abo 
something invariably the more interesting | 
becomes. Therefore, reading this book wi 
increase your appreciation of the underwat 
world of which only those who have seen 
have any conception. >= 
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South 
Australia 


By DAVID M. FORHAM 


Ovr shoreline in the vicinity of Adelaide 
is composed of undulating hills which make 
an effective watershed and very effectively 
contribute to murky water during winter. 
However the comparatively shallow waters of 
the culf shoreline, and limestone and Cam- 
brian voleanic rock bottom give rise to an 
abundant growth of weeds (the most common 
beiny Posidonia and Cymodocea) and a con- 
sequent profusion of fish such as _tillywurti 
(cou-in to the interstate morwong) drummer 
(or rudderfish ) zebra-fish, magpie 
perch, as well as the usual transients, mullo- 
way, salmon, whiting, mullet, snook, to name 
a few. The many miles of sandy foreshores 
have not been explored in any great detail 
and perhaps when they are a larger number 
of flithead and flounder will be speared. A 
few isolated crays have been taken but it 
seems the southern coastline is their more 
usua! place of abode. However the various 
types of rays are to be found in large num- 
bers the biggest taken weighing 70 lbs., by 
John Brooke. Largest recorded line caught 
size is nearly ten times this, so we have some 
room for improvement. 


al 


sweep, 


Sharks of various types have been en- 
countered on many occasions but to date 
have displayed a singular lack of interest in 
spearmen. Generally speaking the edible fish 
are small in comparison to the records set 
by Interstate spearmen, our largest recorded 
specimen being a 25 Ib. tillywurti landed by 
Dr. Arbison of Moonta. This, however would 
make the afternoon catches by several pairs 
of spearmen of 100 lbs. plus of edible fish all 
the more meritorious. 

Shooting material most favored is the 
French “Fusil” type spring gun, though one 
section of the fraternity headed by Gordon 
Maclean and Doug Forsaith swear by (or at) 
spring loaded headspears. Rubber guns place 
next in popularity but are in some disfavor 
due to the feeling that they are less accurate 
than the spring guns although the addition of 
aslotted barrel as installed by several mem- 
bers will dispel any fears in this regard. CO., 
guns have not made an h 
the black powder charge 


appearance, though 
303 rifles as used by 
Ron Marles and Jack Conquest would prob- 
ably be much more powerful. 
ashark lying over a limestone reef with his 
powder gun and the spear penetrated the 
shar and several inches of limestone bottom. 
necessitating some powerful heaving to free 
the shaft. With heavier charges it is proposed 
to fire the rifle south and then traverse the 
line cutting away the fish neatly threaded on 
the line. 


Ron speared 


regard- 
using the gun—but 


Suggestions have been made 
ng cable laying, ete., 
let's not exaggerate. 

A branch club of our State organization 
Was opened a year ago at Port Lincoln. 
Spencer’s Gulf, (perhaps best known for its 
shark fishing). Reports of large grouper, and 
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nderwat 
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4 general overall increase in size of Lincoln 
fish over Adelaide fish have most club mem- 
bers whetting their spears in anticipation of 
the safari at Christmas time. Kangaroo island. 
Situated South of Yorke peninsula is another 





‘FRED, DOES " THIS ONE COUNT?" 








favorite holiday fishing resort and the several 
keen spearmen there can lay claim to large 
catches. The island underwater line is_rela- 
tively unexplored and as the island is 90 
miles by 40 miles in area and only | hour by 
air, it won't be long before some worthy 
competition for the Eastern and Western 
states arises. 

Two members flew down the coastline to 
the island for 1a Sunday's fishing and _per- 
formed an invaluable service in color, photo- 
graphing the coastline with the result that 
several new off shore reefs and channels were 
discovered. Fishing time was limited to an 
hour, but clear water and a steady procession 
of fish along the reefs made it a matter of 
choosing “which” 
fish. 

So the sport is growing, and the coming 
season will undoubtedly be the most success- 
ful yet. = 


fish instead of chasing “a” 


Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal—$1.00 minimum or 4c per word. 
Commercial—&c per word. Payment must accompany 
copy before deadline date, 15th of month. 








WANTED—Contact with Engineers interested in 
commercial or military undersea engineering 
research and development. Send brief resume 
to: Kreg Martin & Associates, 1325 - 12th Ave., 
Los Angeles 19, California. 


DESCO LUNG Model “B” in good ‘condition with 
Barilime and oxygen tank, also weighted belt. 
$100.00. Remsen, 63 - 22nd Street, Irvington, 
New Jersey. 

PRIVATE PARTY will sell completely new outfit 
which consists of one hour Aqua-Lung, Bel-Aqua 
two piece rubber suit, pressure gauge for lung, 
Arbalete speargun, new fins, snorkel, Health- 
ways goggles, and knife. Priced over $300.00 
in stores will sell complete for $200. Call WE 
1-8861 after 4 p.m. (Los Angeles). 


NOTICE TO EXPEDITIONS and those remote from 
air stations. For Sale — 3000 Ib. Ingersoll Rand 
3-stage air compressor, complete with filter, 
cooling unit, 2-244 cu. ft. 2015 P.S.I. tanks, 
manifolded for storage and filling. Driven by 
10 h.p. Wisconsin air cooled motor. Paul 
Shuman, 3117 Division Street, Los Angeles 65. 








FISH MOUNTED. Expert mounting and repairing. 
E. A. Zimmer, Taxidermist, 2265 Daisy Ave., 
Montrose, Calif. CHurchill | 9- 2575. 


BACK ISSUES of the Skin Diver that are avail- 
able: Vol. |, Mar.-Apr., May, June, July, Aug. 
and October; Vol. II, Feb., March, June, July, 
August, Sept., Oct., Nov. and Dec. Send 25c 
for each copy desired. No C.O.D.'s. Limited 
supply. Back Issues, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 
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THE BGA SNORKEL 


5 Takes all the effort out of swimming! 
Lie motionless on the surface with ease! 
See and breathe at the same time! 


Exclusive Bel-Aqua Features 


1. FLEXIBLE — Will not snag in kelp and rocks! 

No pulling and tugging at your mask! 

2. UNBREAKABLE — Rubber impervious to salt water 
and sunshine! 

SPECIAL MOUTHPIECE — Soft, pliable rubber. No 
mouth 
from mouth distortion! 

4. NO UNNECESSARY GADGETS — Water expelled 
by blowing. Do not remove mouth- 
piece while submerged, your breath 
holds out the water. 


To be sure of dependability — Ask for Bel-Aqua 


A complete line of skin diving equipment of proven dependability. 
Available at leading sporting goods dealers everywhere. 
Send for our free catalogue. 


Los me Angetes © 43, Gotroontn 


\ 


irritation. No mask leakage 
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TOP—George Monjo smilingly exhibits four yel- 

lowtails that he caught in eight minutes last 

summer at the island of Columbrete. Weight, 
110 kilos. Photo courtesy 1.U.S.A. 


BOTTOM—tyle Davis, 

spearfishing leader in Australia, pictured here 

with his latest record fish, a 100-lb. 14-oz. 
Giant Cod. 


prominent underwater 
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V5 
OXYGEN 


By CONRAD LIMBAUGH 


In the December issue of the SKIN DIVER 
Mr. Max Gene Nohl presented two sides to an 
old argument. However, I feel that he ne- 
glected two important points in his otherwise 
thorough article. 


The first is a problem which concerns only 
the more experienced “Os rebreather” diver-. 
During deep dives the body absorbs Ny from 
the breathing bag allowing more Ov to enter 
the bag and increasing the divers chances of 
O., poisoning. Conversely as the diver rises 
and the O, is consumed N, is released from 
the body tissues and replaces the Ov in the 
breathing bag. There is no warning, no differ- 
ence in taste, odor, or breathing demand. The 
diver just fades into unconsciousness due to 


the lack of Oo. 


The other point—important to those divers 
interested in using Oz in open circuit demand- 
type diving outfits, is that breathing response 
is regulated by the amount of CO, in the 
human system, but not from the lack of Ov. 
Therefore, a diver using O, in his demand 
type “SCUBA” (Self-Contained Underwater 


Breathing Apparatus) will be able to stay 
under water no longer than a diver using air, 

An outline of my personal evaluation of air 
versus oxygen would run something like this: 


AIR 


Cost—slightly cheaper in the overall picture, 

Availability—available in most large cities 
as medical air. 

Physical dangers—less danger of exp!oding 
bottles. Will explode if dropped or struck , 
sharp blow. 

Physiological dangers—possible O, poison. 
ing at great depths. CO, build-up (by 
holding breath to make air last below 13)-ft.), 
Nitrogen narcosis (below 150-ft.). Bends (bel. 
low 40-ft., dependent upon duration o/ dive 
and depth of dive). 

Length of dive—relatively short as only a 
small portion of the Oz is used. 

Bulk and weight—relatively large as con. 
pared to O, rebreathing outfits. 


OXYGEN 


Cost—cheaper in some instances. 

Availability—more available — at 
supply outfits and as medical air. 

Physical dangers—danger of explosion with 
high pressure and hydro-carbons, will als 
explode if dropped. 

Physiological dangers—danger of O, p. ison 
ing below 33 ft. Suffocation if not pre perl 
vented or regulated at deeper depths. 

Length of dive—eflicient only in rebreather 
but the efficiency of these is many times thal 
of open circuit types. 

Bulk and weight—relatively small. Fine for 
airplane trips to shallow waters, 


we |ding 











INCLUDING: 
The “‘Rondine”’ fins . . 
The “‘Ostrica”’ masks . . 


FAMOUS CRESSI HARPOON GUNS: 
The “Mignon”. . 

The “‘Saetta”’. . 

The “‘Cernia”’ . 


DIRECT RETAIL SALES 









DIVING EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLY COMPANY 
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CRESSI 


WORLD FAMOUS ITALIAN UNDERWATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
“The Choice of the Champions” 


. winged power! 
. with single, double, or no snorkels 
The “‘Medusa”™ masks. . 


. completely enclosed rubber power 

. spring power, for the sportsmen 

. . high spring power, for the expert 
The “‘Torpedine”’ . 


Write for descriptive literature 
DEALER AND JOBBER INQUIRIES WELCOME 


Distributed in the United States by 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF DIVING EQUIPMENT 
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. full face, one or two snorkels 


. . double spring power—for big game 
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234 NORTH BROADWAY 
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 
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“| SPEARGUNS 

ile By GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 

xp/oding In the first part of this article, which ap- 

struck af peared in the September issue of the SKIN 
DIVER, I spoke briefly of the relative power 

, poison of spring and rubber-powered guns when dis- 

up (by charged in the air. Since that time I have 

130-ft.),f had the opportunity to experiment with the 

nds (bel.§ Arbelete and the Cernia, and I find that the 

o! dive distance covered when fired at 45 degrees of 


inclination is very nearly the same. The 
s only af double rubber Arbalete threw the spear 158 
feet while the Spring gun spear traveled 150 
as com-§ feet. 

As far as distance underwater is concerned 
] believe that the results would show the same 
relative difference, although I have not tried 
this. 
welding The result of my experimentation has been 
to convince me more than ever of the eff- 
ciency of both of these guns. Ballistically 
speaking, the trajectory of both projectiles is 
most satisfactory for the short range over 








Playa Veneciana, Habana, Cuba—This group of divers have been spearfishing the coastline of Cuba 
for one year and, as can be seen in the picture, are having excellent results. The first equipment was 
brought to Habana by Fred Todd. Left to right: Pacheco Rodriquez, Giles Gianelloni, Armando Piedra, 
Juliet Todd, Fred Todd and Sepy Dubronyi. 
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mes thal about as fast as the lighter Arb spear, had ais ‘el | or I a three-foot blunt spear through three inches 
more energy to expend when it hit the tar- As — » oo Ce « ae “titel ceigagedl of pine. To my mind such power is not sport- 
Fine fof get, and therefore penetrated deeper. would like to mention that there are two ethggesting 3 = paneer, aay gat a a 
‘ basically different types. One is the extension i Ae oninp iets ilar Pian 
Ir order to explain why these two types of spring, and the other the compression spring. page a ta ae See 
— me such similar results, I wish o> Each has its advantages and also disadvan- sont a oo © Se — = a 
~\fi tion the well-known principle governing the tages. For instance the extension § spring, powered gr ag made today, should be a 
speed of = object when a certain force 4 mounted within the tube, and extended by a limit of afr tena And . _— a “I 
applied to it. The longer the propelling force means of the spear within its coils, grows thought that efas impossible g Lege — 
ae plied, the faster the object will travel. smaller in diameter as it is charged, thereby large fish with such — With _ sie 
Shot-putters and weight throwers know this, reducing the friction of the spring against if friend Marcel ley gy an ita 
and use up all available distance within the the wall ef the tube. This is fme, but to world’s record 356-Ib. Giant vrouper — 
circle to push the shot through the longest achieve a powerful weapon, the spring must —, near Rio de Janiero. I have taken 
_ ble path. The spring gun which was be long, causing the trigger to be at the 200-Ib. Grouper with the same gun, pcr 
— ers these tests pushed the spear through extreme butt of the gun. Also the spear must Whitman of Florida takes a By: psa 
a full 39 inches. The rubber. slings worked for be equally long and subject to bending. Cen- areas armed only with " Hawaiian —— 
“i a distance of 24 inches, It can therefore be tral balance could be achieved by means of a The August — ae of = oe 
on luded, and I feel this to be a point very complex linkage, but simplicity is naturally showing Jack Ackerman with his 127-Ib. Ulua 
much in favor of the spring gun, that a most desirable. The compression spring, while - further proof that the Sling is quite 
spring gun with a potential energy of less than it touches the wall of the barrel, lends the effective. 
that of the rubber gun will nevertheless per- advantage of central balance and trigger, as In conclusion; and te he completely frank 
well as the more practical shorter spear. I admire much more the spearfisherman who 
I have recently received, as a result of takes a 30-lb barracuda with a Hawaiian 
my last article, several letters from those who Sling or hand spear, than I do the under- 
like the CO» guns. I am ready to agree with water hunter armed with a bazooka who takes 
them that the gas gun is excellent, but it is the 500-lb. fish. This is my opinion, and I 
my feeling that underseas weapons must be think it is the opinion of our friends the 
limited as to power. Every year brings new fish, >= 
AQUA-LUNG REFILLS 
il Lyle A 
y ; 
( —— qm = — — a" 
Announcing the Opening 
OF 
_Jerry’s Diving Equipment 913 COAST HIGHWAY ® NEWPORT, CALIF. 
all (TEMPORARY QUARTERS) (1 Door West of ChrisCraft Agency) 
10 “Cc” i 
eainadl 35 Avenue a so Beach, Calif. OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Open 7 Days a Week — 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
—_— - y 
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which they must travel, and penetration is 
goo’. As shown by the Aqua-Gun Company 
test, described in the September installment, 
the heavier of the Spring gun, moving 

















form as well. This of course means that it 
will be easier to cock, which is something 
toward which we are all striving. 


and more powerful guns, such as the Aqua- 
Gun Company cartridge gun, which I saw 
demonstrated. This formidable outfit drove 

















Snorkels 


(UAYmAas 


By GEORGE HART 


PART III 


To take a three weeks trip to the coast of 
Mexico, in quest of large fish to spear, could 
be the realization of a life long ambition for 


some men. This was my pleasure last May. 


The coast line of Mexico, north of the port 
of Guaymas, in reality north of the resort 
Mira Mar, is a veritable skin divers’ paradise. 
This is a truth only if you are in the know. 
Late in the summer of 1952, I took my family 
(wife, Harriett and son, Kenny) to the Mira 
Mar Hotel, Guaymas. It was a very pleasant 
trip but quite void of any spearfishing achieve- 
ments. In contrast was the trip this past May. 
This last trip under the guiding hands of Jack 
Dudley and Paul De Bach brought about skin 
diving experiences and thrills the three of us 
will remember the rest of our lives. The seven 
years experience in Mexican waters and an 
accumulation of equipment and techniques of 
both men, made the trip to Mexico an unfor- 
getable experience. 


I would like to take the liberty of express- 
ing my own opinion on some of the do's and 
don'ts of taking a similar trip in these waters. 

One of the most important requisites is to 
have your own boat or plenty of money for 
rentals. The next most important 
duty equipment. Another is companionship. 
The choice of companions are those that are 


is heavy 


ardent divers and have a genuine love of out- 
door life, true roughing it. If you and your 


b 


/AQUA-LUNGS 


For Rent or For Sale 
Maintenance — Refills 


Large stock of 
UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
and spare parts 
Hurricane - Cressi - Champion 
Squale - Pirelli - Voit - etc. 


Mail orders filled promptly 
bé +B] 
La Belle France 
Cc. & M. Caron Box 315 


St. Thomas Virgin Islands| 
“The Skin Divers Paradise’ 











—Y 


\; —____ 





10 — JANUARY — 


SKIN DIVER 


Ocean view from the ‘Snorkels’ 


camp-site at La Palmita, 25 miles north of 





Guaymas, Mexico. On the horizon can be seen the Isla De San Pedro Nobusco, 
Jack Dudley’s speed boat in the foreground by the rock. Both yellowtail 


and baya were speared in front of the rock formation. 








buddies can measure up to these bazics, the 
coast of Mexico will soon be your oyster. To 
extract the most from such a trip it is neces- 
sary to make your party self-sufficient. Carry 
all your own food, water, gas and gear. This 
will permit you to frequent the isolated areas 
opening up virgin diving waters to you. 


I cannot over emphasize the need of strong 
test and proven diving equipment. On our trip, 
I earned the name “One Shot Hart”. I am 
reluctant to admit this name was not be- 
stowed on me due to any high 
accuracy on my part, it is just this simple. 
Late into each night I sat alone by the light 
of the campfire to make ready my equipment 
for the day’s diving. Each day I 


proudly joined Jack and Paul in the water 
| 


degree of 


coming 


to seek out a nice Baya (Grouper). Hope- 
fully I would squeeze the trigger for my 


first and last shot of the day. The balance 
of my time in the water would be spent diving 
for fragments of my shattered equipment to 
prepare for the ensuing nights repairs. Believe 
me this can become very trying by the end of 
three weeks. However, thanks to the gener- 
ousness of my companions in loaning me their 
equipment, I did get in enough shots to make 
the trip both enjoyable and friutful. 


Jack and Paul have perfected a technique 


for these waters that I consider fool-proof. 


They use a heavy duty inner tube, with a 
sixty feet of nylon parachute shroud and t 
ty feet of i” stainless steel cable. In 
named order they are connected to the 
jectile of a detonating head. Both Jack 
Paul have heavy duty rubber powered 
each of his own design. The stainless 
leader is folded beneath the barrel of the 
and held by a re'ease mechanism synchro: 
with a forward movement of the arrow s 
The sixty feet of nylon line 
inner tube gives the diver ample freedon 
this time I might clarify one point. 


going to 


The waters of this area are practically | 
free. This system has proven itself effe 
on fish ranging from twenty pounds to 
thousand pounds. What versal 
could be asked. By snubbing up on the 
and keeping your body between the fish 
the float you can get all the fight and t 
a man can bargain for. In the event of ser 
danger to yourself, release the line 
you and your speargun are free to go 
way, yet you have a float marking the wl 
abouts of your prey. This is a great s 
factor and permits you to prepare for r 


greater 


number two, etc. 


This holds the number of 
wounded game to a minimum, and this t 
is the true measure of sportsmanship. = 


system 





DOLPHIN SUIT CO. 
Mfg’s. Custom Built Rubber Suits 


Choice of Green or Brown 


$37.50 


Deluxe, Kelp Color 
$42.50 


Suits are dry type — front entry — hood — wrist length — molded boots. 


When ordering specify measurements of head (around), chest, wrist, waist, } 
hips, crotch to floor, foot (in inches) and height. Mail Orders Shipped C.O.D. 


Complete Line of Spearfishing Equipment 


CIRCUS PET SHOP 


9642 E. Artesia 


BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
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Kelp bass are extremely numerous around the island — but no kelp! 





GUADALUPE ISLAND 


By CONRAD LIMBAUGH 
29° 11’ N. Lat., 118° 17’ W. Long. 


Guadalupe Island is located 200 miles south 
of San Diego and 140 miles off the coast of 
Baja California. Clear oceanic water, free of 
coastal turbid materials, flows around this 
island allowing submarine visibilities up to 
130 feet and seldom less than 30 feet. 

The island is 20 miles long and 7 miles 
wide. The island rises to 4500 feet. It is 
extremely rugged with cliffs rising a thousand 
or more feet directly out of the water. Below 
the surface, the terrain is just as rugged with 
sheer cliffs descending into a deep blue. This 
ruggedness is evidence of the island’s violent 
origin, for it rises directly from hundreds of 
fathoms of water. 


On the island, above the water, thousands 
of goats are engaged in stripping the sparse 
vegetation from the soil. Small groves of large 
trees grow in the clouds and clumps of palm 
trees may be found at the “heads” of the 


small dry stream beds. 


Beneath the surface of the blue oceanic 
water it is a different story. Golden vegetative 
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clouds of sargassum weed cover most of the 
rocks. Forest of Guadalupe palm kelp cling 
to the rocks in patches. The heavy stalks of 
this plant (often 4 inches thick) rise naked 
four or five feet and then blossom into a 
pair of golden pom-poms. Another smaller sea- 
weed forms brown rosettes upon the rocks and 
still another carpets the rocks with a pickle- 


green velvet. 


Amongst this lush growth of marine plants 
thousands of fish meander, apparently aimless- 
ly, or stoutly defend a small territory. The 
kelp bass, extremely abundant around the 
island, apparently needs none of the sea weed 
which makes up our coastal kelp beds for 
there is none on Guadalupe Island. Sheepshead 
and rock wrasse glide close over the rocks 
endlessly searching for food. Small garibaldi 
defend _ their invaders, 
sounding off with a loud pounding noise and 
then darting toward the invader in a menacing 
manner. Schools of opaleye, halfmoons and 
blacksmith fill the water. Ocean whitefish 
and large yellowtail prefer the mid-depths, 
but don’t seem to fear the divers. Along the 


territories against 
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New Jersey’s | FOR SALE! 
} « 
Complete Selection | 
SWIMFINS — MASKS Established wholesale business 
RUBBER SUITS — SNORKELS specializing in spearfishing 
| AQUA LUNGS — GUNS equipment and related items. 
| Top quality lines. Terrific poten- 
| ROBERT KISLIN’S tial. Small inventory. Can be 
| operated in spare time. A rare 
| Sporting Goods opportunity for some enterpris- 
| 71 : | ing skin diver. Details. Box X, 
| ae ee | c/o “Skin Diver’. 
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surface, schools of topsmelt jump away from 
approaching yellowtail. 

On the bottom the diver may see scorpion 
fish, batrays or electric rays, and if he searches 
the crevices he will see small lobsters, tiny 
green and tiny pink abalone (abalone adults 
are 4-6 inches). 

Spearing with a hand spear will yield hun- 
dred of kelp bass, opaleye and halfmoon. The 
kelp bass are so numerous at certain spots 
that a diver can spear them almost as fast 
as he can remove them from his spear. If a 
diver is lucky and carries a power-propelled 
spear he may take bonito or yellowtail. 

Although we saw no black seabass under- 
water, I did see one weighing over 100 pounds 
brought up on hook and line. 

Among the table fishes available to the 
spearfishermen were morays, kelp bass, yellow- 
tail, mackerel jacks, bonito, ocean whitefish, 
walleyed butterlip rubberlip 
perch, blacksmith, garibaldi, Bodianus, sheeps- 
head, opaleye, halfmoon, and scorpion fish. 


perch, perch, 


The water is of moderate 
(60-70°F.). 
to an hour, and then dry in the warm sun in 


a wind-protected spot. 


temperature 
One can usually last 45 minutes 


There are numerous sea elephants upon the 
island, and although I would not consider 
them extremely dangerous, I would treat them 
with respect. One did playfully bite the top 
of my head without injuring it, but its more 
vicious bites on my camera would indicate 
that it could have done more damage. = 





Top — Palm Kelp. 
Bottom — The daughter of one of the 
Mexicans stationed on the island. 
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Coothy Aristocrats 


The friendless estate of 


By SCIENCE SERVICE 


sharks is not a 


matter of their being parvenus. If length of 
lineage were the only criterion, sharks would 
have to be reckoned among the highest aris- 


toc 


racy among backboned animals. There were 


sharks in the sea long before any kind of 
vertebrates came to live on land, and they 


we 


re recognizable as sharks when other fish 


seemed to be uncertain whether they were 


going to be fish at all. 
Sharks set themselves up in the aristocrat 
business as many another family has done in 


later 


usi 


eff 


the South Seas, 


time: by having good weapons and 
ng them ruthlessly. Sharks’ teeth are so 
that many island tribes in 
having no metals or hard 


cient, indeed, 


stones, made their wooden war clubs the prac- 


tic 


al equivalent of swords by edging them 


with these three-cornered dental daggers. 


[he primitive shark tooth is a triangle, 


with cutting edges finely sawtoothed. Loosely 


att 
if 
fal 


n 


ached at the base it comes loose readily 
damaged by an over-ambitious bite, and 
ls out after a time in any case. 


There are plenty of replacements; most 


sharks have several rows of unerupted teeth 


in 


their jaws, waiting their turn. There are 


variants upon this pattern, but all recognizable 


as 


belonging to the family. 


So much notice has been taken of the teeth 


of 


the shark because they strongly present 


the shark’s chief function—that of ‘an eating- 
machine. A shark is always hungry, and he is 
always hunting. 


wolves, and 


an 


Sharks sometimes hunt in small packs, like 
like wolves will turn and rend 
d devour any member of the pack that gets 


hurt. 


For all their horrid appearance and unap- 


pealing ways, sharks have a decided place of 


their own 


in the world. Like the wolves to 


which they are often likened, they keep down 
the surplus of the teeming life of the sea, and, 
since their appetities are anything but finicky, 


they 


are at once garbage collectors and 


living incinerators, > 


Italian Expedition 
To The Red Sea 


By DR. GIANNI ROGHI 


I have been very busy since my return 
from the Red Sea, writing a book telling of 
our finding and adventures. The book is 
called “Dahlak” and I hope it can be trans- 
lated for the benefit of the many English 
speaking skin divers. The book has many pho- 
tographs, many of them in color, also a scien- 
tific supplement. 


In spite of many difficulties the National 
Underwater Expedition obtained astonishing 
results. We studied thoroughly for several 
months the marine life in the coral barriers 
of the Red Sea. We reported many new 
scientific observations and returned home with 
53 cases of sea animals kept in alcohol and 
formaldehyde, many of which are unknown. 
We captured about 8000 pounds of fish from 
which 800 pounds were conserved and select- 
ed. For capturing our specimens several types 
of guns were used: spring guns for little fish, 
COs guns for mantas, sharks, etc., for very 
small prey we used special needle harpoons, 
also breathing apparatus, nets of all kinds, 
hooks and even explosives constituted our 
hunting gear. 


We met sharks underwater every day, but 
we were never attacked, though we often 
swam in the open sea for our work. We took 
photographs of two whale sharks (9 and 12 
meters in length), hundreds of mantas (7 
meters across). 


Several of us suffered from wounds and 
tropical sores and some quite serious. Zones 
we explored in the Red Sea were generally 
very unhospitable. The only animals which 
attacked us, but without hurting us, were 
big “Muraenas” which weigh 30 pounds or 
more. 


Another group taking part in the expedition 
made a colored submarine film, which we 
will see in 1954. We were the actors, gratis>= 





Be A “SKIN DIVER” Salesman ! 


Your friends should know about this adventure-packed Magazine. 
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‘‘Water Gill’’ Products 
2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
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The Thrilling Year-Around Sport 


Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 





Visit the fascinating underwater world 
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AN OUTLINE OF 
LUNG DIVING 


By CONRAD LIMBAUGH 


1. Obtain a diving physical examination 
every 6 months. 

2. Obtain a diving certificate. 

3. Do not dive beyond depth stated on your 
certificate. 

4. Follow training rules: (a) No drink. 
ing 24 hours before diving. (b) Get a normal 
amount of sleep. 

5. Do not dive if you do not feel well, 
(Don’t dive with a cold, even if you feel 
well.) 

6. Do not dive if conditions seem da ger. 
ous. 

7. Observe wave and current 
prior to any dive from shore. 


conditions 


8. Never dive directly from an unanchored 
ship or large boat. (Have a small boat tend 
you.) 

9. Dive with a buddy: (a) Surface when 
separated. (b) Use a buddy line at night or 
in dark or murky water. 

10. Know that your air is free from im. 
purities such as CO. 

11. Handle cylinders with care: (a) Never 
fill beyond rated pressures. (b) Protect them 
from sharp blows. (c) Have them tested 
periodically. 

12. Dive with fins. 

13. Use protective suits when diving for 
prolonged periods in water colder than 55°F, 

14. Never dive with ear plugs. 

15. Stop descent immediately if your ears 
hurt. 

16. Stop ascent immediately if your ears 
hurt. 

17. After diving in warm or polluted waters 
always rinse ears with 50% alcohol. 

18. When preparing for a deep 
(a) Consult decompression tables. (b) Have 
sufficient air for decompression (Have extra 
tank ready.) (c) Time your dive accurately. 
(d) Measure your diving depth accurately. 
(e) Do not interpolate decompression tables 
(f) Know the location of the nearest decom 
pression tank. 

19. In case of diving illness, “bends” or 
air embolism: take to or call nearest M.D. 
hospital or naval station. 

20. Don’t rise faster than 25 feet per min- 
ute. 

21. Maintain your gear properly. (Al 
ways check it immediately before diving.) 


clive: 


22. Check air supply before diving. 

23. Rinse regulator with 50% alcohol and 
then fresh water. 

24. Dive with a depth gauge. 

25. Carry a knife when diving with lines 

26. Leave the water if you are bleeding 
profusely or are seriously cut. 

27. Jettison diving gear as a last resor 
when in _ trouble. 

28. Wear an inflatable belt, 

29. Think your way out of unusual! o 
dangerous situations. 

30. Treat sharks with appropriate resject 
Carry shark repellent in “shark waters.” 

31. Report all accidents. 

32. Keep a log of all dives. ~~» 
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New Spearfishing 
School Opens 


Under the auspices of two Navy Com- 
manders, one of them a former instructor in 
the Navy Underwater Demolition School, the 
Virgin Islands Spearfishing School opened to 
the public this summer in St. Thomas, Virgin 
Islands. 

Catering to students of from seven to 
seventy, the School specializes in making it 
possible for beginners to enjoy the thrills and 
beauty of underwater exploration in an area 
which, according to the National Geographic 
magazine, “surpasses in beauty the marine 
gardens of Nassau and Catalina.” 

Coptain Randy Boyd, formerly of Miami 
and Fort Lauderdale, is associated with Har- 
man & Clerk Boats in running the new 
schovl. Captain Boyd has worked out a unique 
system whereby even people who cannot swim 
can participate in this fast-growing sport. A 
specially constructed boat, plus life preserver, 
enables the non-swimmer to see for himself 
the fantastic coral forms, brilliantly colored 
fish, and gently waving lavender sea fans in 
perfect comfort and safety. 

The School’s Spearfishing boat features a 
large glass pane in the bottom, which greatly 
facilitates the location of suitable spots. In- 
steal of swimming around in a mask, using 
up a good deal of their energy looking for the 
submarine gardens, the students remain com- 
fortably resting in the boat, watching the 
underwater scenery unfold beneath them, until 
they come over desirable grounds. At this 
point, Captain Boyd drops the anchor, dis- 
tributes to the class some of his specially 
desisned equipment, and the lesson begins. 

By starting in shallow water, and with 
careful instruction, the School claims almost 
perfect results in ridding landlubbers of their 
fear of the water and the creatures that 
inha nit it. 

Like Captain Cousteau, Dumas, and the 
other famous divers of our time, the Harman 
& Clerk School maintains that there is no 
danger from big fish as far as harming 
humans is concerned. In the four years they 
have been taking out spearfishing parties, not 
a single incident, major or minor, has ever 
occurred. This fear at first constituted a big 
barrier to further development of this thrill- 
ing sport. However, Captain Boyd reports that 
most people are beginning to realize that it 
is unfounded. 

One of the real problems is the inexplic- 
able intelligence of the fish. After a very few 
visits from spearfishermen, the fish are able 
to gauge exactly the range of the weapons 
they are using and stay inches out of range. 

If the hunter is armed with a ten foot 
spear, the fish will cruise around him at a 
distance of eleven feet. If he brings down a 
CO., gun with a thirty foot range, the fish will 
move out to thirty-two feet. For this reason, 
Captain Boyd changes locations frequently 
when traveling with advanced students. > 
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The Spearfisherman Company 
6210 Bergenline Ave., W. New York, N.J. 
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Cressi Underwater Sports Equipment Co. 
6210 Bergenline Avenue 














West New York, New Jersey 











Helene Koubi Radel, champion underwater huntress with her Meru which weighs more than 40 pounds. 
This fish was taken at a depth of 20 feet during a recent Algerian Championship meet. Photo by 


Davo Koubi, Harpoon Club D’Oranie. 








Past Forty 


By PAUL CALVERT 


Always fond of swimming, I discovered 
swim fins a few years ago and from there to 
skin diving was a natural transition. Now 
at the age of forty-seven and after a few years 
of diving . .. this last year with lung diving 
equipment ... my age is sending up warning 
signals. 

There has been so much said about the 
safety features of self contained diving that 
I’m afraid some of the inherent dangers have 
been overlooked. 

Past the age of forty the body (let's face 
it, men) isn’t as flexible or so readily adapta- 
ble to such things as extreme pressure 
changes, fatigue and cold as in younger years. 
For example, fatigue and chilling, taken sep- 
arately are relatively harmless but together 
they present a real threat. This condition can 
bring on a coronary attack very easily. The 
wise diver past forty will do well to equip 
himself with a rubber suit and warm under- 
clothing. He will only stay in until the cold 
begins to be felt, but never so long as to be 
tired and cold at the end of his diving. He 
will use caution in descending, taking care 
to equalize his ear pressures before pain is 
felt. He'll never dive with a cold no matter 
how slight. (Always a good precaution.) 

Another point that it is well to mention, 
particularly for the forty year old diver, is 
this safety measure: A Mae West inflatable 
life jacket worn under the lung harness can 
be not only a comfortable way to rest when 
tired but can really save your life if you run 
out of air a long way from boat or raft. You 
can really appreciate this if you are out of 
air and have to get back to your boat through 
a heavy chop. One thing to remember in 
connection with the use of the Mae West 
is to NEVER inflate when you are down. 
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Inflated at the bottom, this can cause you 
to rise too fast and unless proper breathing 
is continued during this rapid ascent a rup- 
ture of the lung can easily occur, with fre- 
quently fatal results. Another hazard not to 
be overlooked is coming up under kelp with 
an inflated jacket. With an exhausted air tank 
the jacket can pin you against the kelp and 
that, too, can be fatal. 

The wide publicity given self-contained 
diving has aroused the interest of many who 
believe it to be so free of danger that no 
preparation is necessary. Here is a second 
hand story to illustrate: A man asked a 
friend of mine to purchase an underwater 
breathing unit for him. My friend asked this 
fellow to come out skin diving with us before 
he bought the equipment. The man said, 
“Oh no, I couldn’t do that, I can’t swim that 
well!” 

Let me say here that it is wise for all 
embryo divers to start slowly and cautiously. 
Go out with experienced divers. Just go along 
with an inner tube and a snorkel (and of 
course, face plate and fins) and watch the 
“big boys” do it. Listen to their experiences 
while you sit by the beach fire and sink 
your teeth into fresh boiled lobster. (Lobster, 
in season, that is.) 

Make a simple hand spear for yourself... 
for a start, and then you are ready to enter 
a beautiful, fascinating new world. A world 
where your body knows no#weight and the 
sights are strange and wonderful to behold. 

A last word of caution: Never dive alone. 
Always use the “buddy system.” Carry a 
knife. Keep an inner tube handy. Always 
look up before you come up. Use a quick 
release weight belt. And for the forty year old, 
don’t get chilled and tired! 

Though I am not one of the “big boys” 
when it comes to self contained diving, the 
sport knows no more ardent fan than I. It 
will be a sad day indeed when the years 
take their toll and I can no longer participate 
in this great sport. 
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JIMCRAX — (Continued) 


also fined $1,000 and $350 in Federal court 
on smuggling charges. Rood was given a six 

ths jail tence and Franks drew three. 
Both sentences were suspended and the men 
placed on probation. The pair was arrested by 
Fish and Game wardens assisted by the San 
Diego harbor police. 





XXX 
Stef Tjaarda, aquatic director of the Hart- 
ford, Conn. YMCA, will assist with editing the 
“Deep Sea Digest’, published by Oceanic Re- 
search Associates. On November 24, he rep- 
resented the Hartford divers at a hearing of the 
Department of Fish and Game at the House of 
Representatives in the Conn. capitol 
presenting spearfishing and safety rules to the 
representatives of all sportsmen leagues. There 
was great interest in the spearfishing set-up by 
all concerned, since there never have been 
any regulations in regard to spearfishing in 
Connecticut. 
xxx 
The SKIN DIVER will publish the ‘Roster of 
Underwater Clubs’’ again in the April issue. 
Each club secretary or president is asked to 
submit their name and mailing address for this 
roster if they want to be listed with the other 
clubs. We will only print those received between 
this notice and the April deadline which is 
March 15. If you have filed your club with us 
before please do it again as many clubs change 
their address from year to year. We hope to 
list all of the underwater clubs in the world in 
this roster. Send card or letter to . . . “‘Club 
Roster’, c/o Skin Diver, P.O. Box 128, Lynwood, 
California, before March 15. 
XxX 
1.U.S.A. BULLETINS . (Italy) 456 pound 
Giant Leatherback turtle taken by underwater 
spearfishermen Giuseppe Spada, Salvatore 


wonder material 


in sun or salt water 
at any time of the year. 


BALBOA SWIM SHIRT 


with a full length zipper down the left 


as a sweater. 


INSULATEWEAR TRUNKS 


Gives the diver full freedom of movement and 
yet keeps the cold out. Made of foam neoprene 


of the front. As simple to get in and out of 
sbniael $29.95 
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Foam neoprene trunks to wear with the swim 
shirt. Close-fitting to keep out the cold. The 
entire outfit make a very comfortable, protective 
diving suit that will not hamper your move- 
ments in the least. Full-length trunks and shirts 
also available. Short trunks . $11.95 


NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 





6902 Coast Highway 
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Spada and Giovanni Farina of the Pantelleria 
group of the Roman Underwater Spearfishing 
Club in the Mediterranean at Ballata dei Turchi. 


e « (Norway) Erik Haugseth, Norwegian 
member of the Goggler Club Milano (Italy) and 
a student of Zoology at the University of Oslo, 
has sent many beautiful underwater photos of 
North Sea animal life to Milan. He braves the 
cold fjords with only long underwear and is 
looking forward to a trip to the much warmer 
waters of the Mediterranean. 


. .. (Italy) Sept. 6, 1953. The 3rd annual 
Underwoter Spearfishing Competition in fresh- 
water was successfully held in Lake Maggiore 
with the following results after six hours of 
competition: Alberto Grazioli, 13.900 Kilos; 
Carlo Bucher, 7.900 Kilos; Guido Moggi, 7.000 
Kilos; Enzo Laudati, 5.400 Kilos and Franco 
Ingengnoli, 4.350 Kilos. These catches included 
all species of freshwater fish common to Cen- 
tral Europe and the competition brought to- 
gether the best divers in Italy, some of them 
capable of diving to depths greater than 100 ft. 


(France) Mentone, July 1953. Inter- 
national Underwater Spearfishing Champion- 
ships. Two nations competing, France and Italy. 
Largest catch: Max Roger, Ist, Dr. Gianni 
Foroni, 2nd; Greatest ber: Dr. Gi i Foroni, 
Ist, Giacone Pierre, 2nd; Heaviest Individual 
Aggregate: Giacone Pierre, Ist, and Dr. Gianni 
Foroni, 2nd. 





(Ceylon) Ceylon National Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships. Rodney Jonklass, 
International Committee Representative of the 
1.U.S.A. and founder of the first skin diving 
club in Ceylon, has organized the first Ceylon 
Championships. The meet will be held in Febru- 
ary, 1954. The contest will last 6 hours. Awards 
will be given for the largest total aggregate 
and the heaviest fish. 


STAY WARM IN COLD WATER 


Yes, you can stay warm in cold water this winter by 
wearing protective diving outfits made of the new 
foam neoprene. This material 
is light, easy to handle and will not rot or deteriorate 
It makes diving a real pleasure 
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U. S. DIVERS CO. 


LOS ANGELES 24, 
CALIFORNIA 
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JACK EAGLE, Honolulu, holds what was pro- 
claimed a record fish, a 42 pound, 1 ounce 
Kahala or Amberfish. This fish is considered 
very rare by authorities as it is a deep water 
species, living down 300 feet and more. Jack 
speared the 4 foot, 234 inch Kahala with a 
Hawaiian sling. Dan Wallace, underwater 
photographer, witnessed the catch which was 
made at 60 feet. Off Wailupe, Hawaii. 
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AUSTRALIAN 
Skin Diving and 
Spearfishing 
Digest 


(Formerly Spearfishing News) 


Published monthly for. . . 
The Underwater Spearfishermen’s 


Association of New South Wales 


YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
$1.50 Postpaid 


5-7 Prospect Street 
Erskineville, N.S.W. 


Australia 
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CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 


REPORT OF DECEMBER 4 MEETING 


The December 4 meeting was held at Belmont 
Recreation Center in Long Beach. Mr. Shilling 
and Mr. Potter of the Fish and Game Department 
were present. 

Vice President Jim Christiansen is now in 
charge of the Membership and Educational 
Committee. Any Club interested in information 
regarding the Council or interested in joining 
contact Jim and he will arrange to have some- 
one cttend your meetings. He would also like 
volunteers to help him with this job. 

Kaie Miller, Entertainment Chairman, gave 
g report on the Luau. Tentative profit about 
$50.00. It was a big success and everyone is 
in favor of another next year. 

John Backus, Research Director, gave report 
on Beach Access Program. He will inquire on 
Tidelcnds Oil money for the use of the Beach 
Acces: Program. John has worked hard on this 
and ‘t's about time that he has some volun- 
teers (0 give him a hand. 


Dr. N. E. Mathison, Photography, has a list 
of movies available to clubs. At present time 
he needs club emblems. All clubs who have not 
sent in the club emblems get them to Doc. He 
has tem arranged on a large billboard which 
he carries to all events, Hobby Shows, Fairs 
and Sportsmen's shows. 


Bill Walker, Safety, gave a report on bad air 
in breathing units. He stated that according to 
medical reports, a type of pneumonia that can- 
not be cured can develop from using bad air in 
a breathing apparatus. Inquiry will be made 
with the Pure Foods and Drugs Acts regarding 
laws concerning this type of air. Gerald Thomas 
stated that out of 37 air stations only 3 are 
reported to have good air. 


John Logan, O.F.P.A. Director, notified the 
Council that the Wildlife Federation of California 
has been recently formed and is composed of 
Councils of Conservation. He suggested that we 
join and work as a unit. The O.F.P.A. is one of 
the founders and it is up to us to follow thru 
and help. 

Homer Lockwood, Legislative Planning Com- 
mittee, needs names of a man in each club who 
will be able to contact their Legislative repre- 
sentative in each district. If anyone is inter- 
ested in more information regarding the Legis- 
lative Planning Committee or wishes to help, 
contact Homer Lockwood. 


Our new Finance Director is Tony Di Carlo. He 
will have plenty of work on the Derby next 
year. Anyone coming up with any ideas on how 
to make money for the Council during the year, 
contact Tony. He's just the boy to take care of 
that 


letter was received from Dr. Carl Hubbs of 
Scripps Institution regarding information on Sea 
Otters. If any of you divers see any while div- 
ing inform Dr. Hubbs. There have been rumors 
that the herds are on the increase and have 
been seen around the outlying islands. 


Conrad Limbaugh of the Scripps Institution 
has been doing research work on safety with 
breathing apparatus at Scripps. He gave a set of 
tules for using a lung (Page 12). He made the 
offer to train a representative of each club in 
the use of a lung, either at Scripps or else- 
where. You fellows who are interested contact 
Conrad Limbaugh. It may be a means of saving 
your or your buddy's life. 


After the meeting Mr. Limbaugh showed 
movies taken off Coronado and Guadalupe 
islands. The representatives who did not show 
up at this meeting really missed some fine 
Movies. Some of the scenes of this reel were 
used in ‘‘The Sea Around Us”. 

Dorothy Davies, Council Secretary 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Once again it is time to remind California 
divers that they are extremely fortunate to have 
clubs which are cooperating with other sports- 
man's organizations in an effort to untangle the 
fishing regulations affecting our sport. A passing 
glance at the angling regulations for this state 
will be sufficient to see that a lot of work has 
yet to be done. Many laws are on our books 
which restrict the activities of divers but were 
originally intended to regulate entirely different 
activities. In our efforts to amend these laws we 
must find suitable regulations which will not 
open the fisheries to activities which we are all 
against. This requires a lot of investigation and 
conferences by Council members. The various 
committees are doing a grand job and deserve 
the thanks of every skin diver in the state. 

Another example of the foresight of California 
divers in cooperating and supporting conserva- 
tion measures of top water men comes from 
Australia. According of Keith Vagg of the 
Australian Skin Diving and Spearfishing Digest 
the underwater men of Australia are being 
made the scape goats for the ‘Professional 
fishermen. It seems that a scarcity of certain 
fish (which the divers seldom take) is being 
blamed on the spearmen and a proposal was 
made to ban the sport. Thanks to the Under- 
water Spearfishermen's Association of Australia 
and D. Charles, Founder, the move was checked. 

As long as California divers are members 
of O.F.P.A. and cooperate in all ocean conser- 
vation legislation, we can avoid becoming the 
minority scape goats for the commercials. The 
net fishermen are looking for just such a patsy 
and it’s a good thing we don't take sardines. 

To these clubs who have not yet come into 
the Council we again extend an invitation to 
join our growing ranks and lend us the support 
of their members. The Council is the sounding 
board for California divers and no proposals are 
made without approval of two-thirds of the 
clubs present. We speak for all skin divers at 
the legislature and with the support of other 
sportsmen we hope to improve conditions for 
the underwater men. 

The proposals listed below were approved at 
the last meeting of the Council and were sub- 
mitted to the Department of Fish and Game at 
a meeting with sportsmen in Los Angeles. Skin 
divers were represented at this meeting by John 
Logan, John Backus, Jim Christiansen, and 
yours truly. Conrad Limbaugh also was present 
as a member of Scripps Institution of Oceanog- 
rapy and was speaking for the skin divers also. 
These proposed changes will be decided at the 
Regulatory Powers meeting of the Fish and 
Game Commission in February. The Council 
requests all clubs to write to the Commission 
in support of these measures. 

1. That angling regulations be changed to 
allow the taking of Carp in fresh water by 
methods commonly known as skin diving. The 
law now prohibits the possession of a spear 
within 300 feet of any lake or stream but it 
does allow taking of Carp by bow and arrow. 

2. Abalone. No closed season on Abalone. 
The season is now closed from January 15 to 
March 15 and no apparent reason for this 
season can be found. 

3. Lobster. From March 15 to October 1 
(summer) one male lobster not less than 16 
inches in length may be taken by skin divers 
by hand only. 

4. Salmon, Steelhead and Striped Bass. That 
Steelhead, Salmon and Striped Bass be re- 
moved from the list of fish which cannot be 
taken by skin divers. The law provides that no 
spears be allow within 300 feet of the mouth of 
any stream or river and we feel that this is 
sufficient protection against poaching. 

Join the Council and protect your sport. 

Bill Barada, President 





Ron Church, member of the “‘Sharks’’ club, 39 
pound Leopard shark, 4-ft., 11-in. long. Speared 
at South Laguna. Photo by Dan Otto. 





LOS MOCHIS, 
MEXICO 


By CARLOS PAMPLONA 


This diving (which — is 
through) we started a new way of fishing. 
Down here (Topolobampo) is so murky you 


season almost 


never get a chance to see the end of the 
spear. 

We used to dive and search for fish and 
when we could see a little we would get 


something. Now we go down to 25-ft. more 
or less, grab a rock and wait there. When the 
tide is right and there are fish, we come 
up with pretty good catches. The only thing 
is we don’t have much variety. Most of it 
are red snappers (we get up to 35  Ibs.). 
Occasionally, white sea bass and grouper. 

We dive in real good parts next to “pozas” 
where line fishing you can get merou, 250- 
lbs. or more. Too bad we can’t try our luck 
there because it is so dirty. We go six or seven 
times during the summer to Guaymas, where 
we have a real nice time with Izala Club 
members. We're sorry we don’t have such clear 
water and beautiful places as they do. At 
least it is only a four hour drive from here 
to Guaymas, >= 





EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving equip 
ment? Do you have an idea for a better type of 
flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let me help you with 
your particular problem. Whether it is the 
Development, Manufacturing or the Marketing 
of a new or old item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. LOGAN 8-7128 
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THE EELS AND I 


By BOB RENFRO 


The story you are about to read is true. 
Fictitious names were used only for the four 
principal characters. The place: Catalina 
Island’s blue waters, depth 10 feet. The prin- 
cipal characters were a rock bass and three 
eels. The minor characters were Gene Burn- 
ham and I. The four principal characters 
asked that their true identity be withheld 
pending notification of next of kin. In honor 
of their request, I'll call the rock bass Rocky, 
and the three eels—Inky, Stinky and Some 
Guy Named Joe. 


On this particular sunlit day, Rocky unsu- 
spectingly was to become a martyr. Little 
did he know that his case would be recorded 
for posterity in the SKIN DIVER. Further- 
more, he did not suspicion that three of his 
leering rock-hole buddies—Inky, Stinky and 
Some Guy Named Joe, had their beady, green 


but the spear just didn’t budge. I looked down 
through the clear water. There was Rocky 
skewered right to the bottom, and my Arbalete 
shaft standing straight up, driven into some 
minute crevice. I dove to try and free the 
shaft. I pushed and tugged until my eyes 
bulged and I had to return to the surface for 
more air. 


Then I spotted Gene a short distance away 
and called for help. Perhaps in eel language 
“Gene” meant a free meal. When I looked 
down, Inky and Stinky were devouring Rocky 
without my permission and without a rock 
bass devouring license. I took the only course 
of action open. I dove again and used the 
butt of my Arbalete to club the intruders 
back into their holes. After a couple tugs, 
the shaft still did not come loose. 


Now it was Gene’s turn but he met with 











se fixed upon him with more than a passing the sume euocens an 1. The geme of feccing a 
ee the shaft and saving Rocky took on added a m 
Ata depth of 10 feet, all appeared quiet zest with Inky and Stinky darting in while To dat 
and serene on ‘this fateful day last August. we were at the surface for air. At the time, Bill D’, 
Rocky had his usual breakfast and lunch of Gene and I figured the odds were even up. end Ji 
small anchovies or whatever rock bass eat Had we known Some Guy Named Joe, the A 
for breakfast and lunch. He swam with a third and larger eel, was master minding the mo 
certain cockiness as he nosed in and out whole episode, we would have checked out we 
among the rocks and kelp, chasing a blue pronto. The 
perch or Garibaldi now and then. I spotted Inky and Stinky were getting in more licks D’Aous 
Rocky from the surface just as he finished at the now deceased Rocky than were we at TOP—Beb Roth her of the “Send Bill D's 
one of these forays. He wasn't fully matured the shaft. Finally Stinky tore Rocky off the Skin Divers" displays two identical lobsten | yor 4c 


into bullbass manhood, but his sleek, mottled 
body indicated he would fry into a delicious 
meal. 


I watched Rocky for a short time. Unbe- 
known to me, three pairs of beady eyes 
watched my every move. When Rocky dis- 
appeared into a small hole, I dove with my 
Arbalete ready for an instant shot. Rocky ap- 
peared right below me. The shot was easy 
and at close range. The shaft pierced Rocky 
jack back of the head, a little to the right of 
the backbone. Clang! was the resounding 
sound as the spear hit the rocks. At the time, 
I ignored this ominous warning and surfaced 
for air. Perhaps the clang alerted Inky and 
Stinky. 

On the surface, I began to pull in the line 
to retrieve Rocky and my spear. Suddenly, 
the line became taut. I tugged several times 





SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLIES 


Arbalete Guns, Masks, 
Snorkle Tubes, Spears, 
Frog Feet, Swim-Fins, 
Bel-Aqua Suits, 
etc. 


spear. We could tell it was Stinky by the way 
he did the job. Stinky headed for his lair 
with Rocky grasped firmly in his jaws. Inky 
was vainly trying to get his share, as Gene 
and I watched helplessly from the surface. 


Rocky and my visions of a nice pan-fried 
fish had all but disappeared when Some Guy 
Named Joe muscled in. He must have had 
his rock bass devouring license or perhaps it 
was his weight that he threw around. He 
looked as though he could easily have de- 
voured his two rock-hole buddies, Inky and 
Stinky, along with Rocky, in one great gulp. 


There was no honor among thieves because 
Stinky coughed up Rocky, fins and all. The 
last Gene and I saw of Some Guy Named 
Joe, he was slithering off into the depths with 
Rocky’s tail just barely visible. Inky and 
Stinky had apparently retreated back into 


grabbed at Palos Verdes, California, just south 
of White's Point. 


BOTTOM—Bob Rothman, Duke Avaritt and Jules 

Corey, Sunday Skin Divers club, The Sheeps- 

head weighed 15-lbs., speared off the second 

breakwater, Cabrillo Beach by Bob Rothman. 

This is a newly formed club and they are an- 

xious to join the Council and affiliated organi- 
zations. 





their holes, each cursing the other for being 
so greedy. 


At this point, Gene and I each vowed to 
get an eel devouring license. Gad! the crust 
of those three! Lest I forget, Gene finally 
wrenched my shaft loose by planting both 
feet firmly on the botom and allowing his 
180 pounds of beef to float the shaft to the 
surface. > 








Presenting wee 
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* Gross Weight, 11% Pounds. 
© Rubber Container for Nylon Line. 
* Adjustable Power. 
© Maximum 30 Feet Underwater. 


* Gun Length, 101 Inches. 

* Spear Length, 35 Inches. 
* Powered with Surgical Tubing. 

* Equipped with Safety. 


A GUN DESIGNED FOR THE BEGINNER & EXPERT | 





woony’s 


Sporting Goods 
127 N. Tamarind, Compton, Calif. 
NE 1-6728 
One Block north of Bank of America 





AMERICAN DIVING SUPPLIES 1911 S. Catali Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. 
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Michelle D’Aoust, y gest b of the 
Hawaiian Coral Gypsies. 








HAWAII 


HAWAIIAN CORAL GYPSIES 
By BILL D’AOUST 


The Hawaiian Coral Gypsies Club was formed 
last month with a memebrship of thirty person. 
To date, the membership is growing rapidly with 
Bill D'Aoust, president; Ben Elliot, vice-president; 
and Jim Glace, secretary-treasurer. 

Av application has been sent to the 1.U.S.A. 
for c club membership and we are sure that this 
is the first club of its kind in the Hawaiian 
Islands to become chartered. 

The youngest member of the club is Michelle 
D’'Aoust, seven and a half year old daughter of 
Bill D'Aoust. She has been well checked out in 
water safety and the use of an artificial breath- 
ing device. She has been swimming for about 





four years and ‘“‘lung-diving'’ for about five 
months, and of course only goes diving under 
the watchful eye of her father. Michelle had her 
first encounter with a bat ray a few weeks 
ago. This encounter amounted to only swimming 
along with the ray, but what other seven year 
old has done that? The club is laying claim to 
having the youngest ‘‘lung’’ diver in the busi- 
ness, and it would be interesting to know if 
there are any younger or even as young. 


A few months ago Elliot D'Aoust, Glace, 
Illingsworth and Fichman were back in South- 
ern California doing a little swimming and 
spearfishing. We ran into Jack Prodanovich and 
Wally Potts who gave us the old raspberry for 
not being able to stay in the water for more 
than fifteen minutes at a time. Even at the end 
of ten minutes, we would come out of the 
water with the slow shakes and blue with cold, 
wishing all the time that we had built in 
furnaces in our suits! However, fellows, over- 
looking the fact that the water is colder, your 
fishing is closer in (within a quarter of a mile 
from the beach) and in my estimation, it is 
much better than out here. You have Abalone 
too, we don't. Mind you, we have big fish out 
here, but not in abundance. Of course, we also 
have more sharks and big moray eels than you 
have back there—Who wants them anyway!! 

The club has just acquired two 27 foot boats. 
All hands are concentrating on getting at least 
one of them into the water within a few days, 
and a stage is being constructed to go over the 
stern for the Aqua-lungers. D'Aoust, Elliot, Glace 
and several other club members set out a buoy 
in Pokai Bay—a popular swimming resort and 
tie-up for various types of fishing craft and quite 
a scenic spot, by the way, on the island of 
Oahu. Many of the members have found price- 
less shells such as the ‘‘Trumpet'’ in these 
waters. These were used as musical instruments 
by the ancient Hawaiians. As a matter of fact, 
fishing is temporarily taking a back seat in 


Who Said ‘‘They’’ 
Don’t Come Near 
Shore? ‘‘They’’ Do! 


By MRS. GEORGE BERG 


Snorkle fiends better pull their heads out 
of the quiet world once in a while to take 
a gander around top side. 

On October 6th, 1953, several of us saw 
three killer whales, a bull and two cows, 
about 300 yards north of the Redondo break- 
water and only 300 yards off the beach. I 
doubt if it was more than 3 or 4 fathoms 
deep. 

I believe that since our three day heat 
wave the off shore or north wind flattened 
out the surf and surf noises. It might be 
reasonable to assume that when there isn’t 
the customary surf noise to keep these deep 
water nightmares from poaching on_ skin 
diver’s hunting grounds, we ought to be pre- 
pared to make like a scared sea lion. 

If you see something that looks like an 
over-grown porpoise, you ought to take your 
second look from on top of a reef, cliff, bluff 
or a high rock. »» 





our club. Many of the members are trying to 
make like water movie stars with the coral 
gardens as back-drops and the tropical fish as 
co-stars! These underwater movies and the col- 
lecting of deep-water shells seem to take preci- 
dence over anything else right now. We do like 
the fishing thowgh, and it sure helps to have 
the temperature of the water about 75 degrees 
all year round. Sound good? => 











DON’T MISS IT? 


Our new line of underwater sports 
equipment will be on display 

at the NSGA Convention, Room 1119, 
Hotel Morrison, Chicago. Don't 

miss it — but if you can't come, 


write for our new catalog. 


* 
Cressi Underwater Sports Equipment Co. 
6210 Bergenline Avenue, West New York, New Jersey 
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FLORIDA 


GULFSTREAM UNDERWATER 


HUNTERS 
By JACKIE CONN 


We are a newly formed club, and have 
elected Jim Holland, president; Edwin Townsend, 
vice president; and Jackie Conn, secretary” 
treasurer. So far we have spent most of our 
time getting organized and have had emblems 
made up, membership cards printed, meetings 
arranged and all the rest of the details that go 
with forming a club. Now, we have most of 
that behind us and are looking forward to some 
fun. 


About three weeks ago a large portion of 
the club decided to go on a swim together. 
One member said he knew a good spot so we 
all set ovt. We stopped on the way and took 
some moving pictures (there are two members 
in ovr club who are making underwater cam- 
eras to make pictures of the club in action which 
will later be shown at meetings) and headed on 
out again. When -we reached our destination 
the water was slightly on the murky side (it 
would break clear about 6-ft. down) and was 
choppy along with the swells. (A good day for 
die-hards). 


With much fumbling in the water with flip- 
pers, mask and Aqua-Lungs (two of the fellows 
had lungs) the swimmers went out to the boat. 
After fishing for an hour or more even the 
die-hards decided they were wasting their time, 
so some of the fellows swam ashore and left 
five men to bring back the boat. They did fine 
till they got about a half a city block from 
shore when someone yelled, ‘‘look-out'’—too 
late—a wave hit them from behind and they 
were swamped. George Dennis who was navi- 
gating the boat with his own motor didn't want 
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Lawrence Spear and Fin club of Lawrence, Massachusetts, shown here on a beach in New Hampshire. 











to loose it so held on to it for dear life. C. B. 
Riles yelled ‘‘save the equipment boys"’ and 
grabbed two inner tubes. (We are thinking of 
giving him the nickname of ‘Mr. Be-Sure-I- 
Stay-Afloat’’). Ed Townsend thought quickly 
enough to throw the anchor rope in among the 
tanks and other equipment. 

It all happened so quickly that no one really 
knew what was going on for a minute. One per- 
son thought to mark the beach where she was 
swamped. The tanks were the first thing brought 
to shore. After much pulling and tugging (wives 
included) we got the boat ashore and took a 
quick count of what was missing. Four arbaletes, 
two masks, one set of flippers and other inci- 
dentals from the boat. The fellows wtih equip- 
ment, Jim Sacher, George Conn, Jerry Padon, 
and Norman White went looking for lost equip- 
ment. A mask was the first thing found, but it 
was no good as the glass had fallen out. 


TEX’S 


—— SPORTING GOODS — 


910 WILSHIRE BLVD. 6 


AQUA-LUNGS & REFILLS 


GOOD CLEAN AIR — Open for 
Lung refills Sunday from 9 to 12 


Spare Tank Rental 
Everything for 
Spearfishing 

Balsa Surfing Boards 


GLASS CLOTH 
YOUR OWN BOARD 


Water Skiis, etc. 


TEX’S SPECIAL 
TARPON GUN — $15.00 


We have equipment for all ages. 


SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 


Phone EXbrook 4-2788 
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Everyone left ashore kept their eyes peeled 
on the shore line hoping some of the Arbo'etes 
(they were the most costly of the equipment 
lost) would drift in and sure enough two Ar- 
baletes washed in at the same time. What a 
mad dash was made by all to get to these. 
Sometime later another Arbalete washed ashore 
and finally the last one washed in. We were 
sure glad to get these back but were sorry that 
no one had even given it a thought to make 
pictures of our mod scramble. 


Everyone was getting hungry by this time, 
so we brought out our lunches. Me, | had been 
in a hurry, so had brought a loaf of bread, 


lunch meat and sweet rolls. | started making the 
sandwiches and low and behold there was o big 
hole in the side of the bread—and half of my 
sweet rolls were gone. Rats! and | mean just 
that—Rats! What a day. = 


CIP PIPL IPL IPL IGIIIL IDL ILLODOLDOODE LOS 
SUIT YOURSELF KITS 


Feature heavy duty rubber pre- 
cut to your size for quick and 
easy assembly (4 to 6 hours). 
No special equipment needed. 


KIT CONTAINS 


Long sleeved jumper 
with hood. 
« 
Full length trousers. 
. 

Ample supply of 
cement and extra 
rubber. 

e 
Seam roller. 

. 

Detailed instructions 
for assembly. 

7 


FULL PRICE 
$20.00 


JUMPER ONLY 
$10.00 





Measurements: 
Head, Chest, Waist, Crotch to Floor 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


SUIT YOURSELF 
P. O. BOX 7155 
LONG BEACH 7, CALIFORNIA 
No C.O.D. Prepaid Only 
In California add 3% Sales Tax 
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PUERTO RICO 


RAMEY A.F.B. DIVERS 
By LT. COL. JAMES H. HAMMOND 


Our group has been quite active both in 
meeting together and in diving expeditions here 
and elsewhere. As we mentioned before, this is 
avery large and loosely organized club of well 
over fifty members. We have no formal meet- 
ings, keep no records and to date have not 
been bothered with the keeping of funds. 
Most of us see one another every day or so 
and a fishing trip is simple to arrange. One 
has only to make a few calls giving the ren- 
devous point and a proposed time (usually 
abou! thirty minutes from the time of the call). 
We believe this to be an advantage as our trial 
of trips involving more than five individuals 
were never quite successful. 

Our sole reason for organizing is to control 
membership to those individuals who are prop- 
erly ‘“‘checked out'’ in these waters and also 
have adequate knowledge of spearfishing 
equipment and skin diving techniques. We re- 
ceive new members at each monthly meeting 
and usually bid some old ones adieu. The trans- 
fer rate in this combat unit of General Curtis 
E. LleMay's Strategic Air Command is, as you 
might expect, rather high. 

In December Lt. Col. W. O. Brimberry, Capt. 
Jack Commander, Mr. Bill Rudolph and | will be 
leaving this balmy tropical climate. | will be 
stationed at Parks Air Force Base near Oakland. 
From the reading of the SKIN DIVER this ap- 
pear; to be excellent skin diving country but 
after the warm water here, | am beginning to 
wonder. 

As warm as it is here, most of us had some 
bitter hours last winter while engaged in our one 
and only deliberate shark-capturing venture. This 
might be of interest to someone. Five of us 
went for a shark to use as a center piece for 
a large beach fish fry last December. We were 
allowed six (6) consecutive afternoons off to 
try. On the last hour of the last day we found 
ourselves making elevator runs hovered on the 
edge of our life raft in 15-20 foot waves. From 
the tops of each wave the gale stung us with 
spray and we were (after two hours) chilled 
from submersion in literally fruitless diving. The 
visibility was and had been very poor under- 
water. We were a mile from shore when four 
of our five-man team decided submersion wus 
perhaps after all a better means of keeping 
warm. Major Z. O. (Pete) Barber remained in 
the raft however, (said he was ‘‘pooped'’). The 
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Five men and one center-piece (see story, Ramey 

AF.B.). Left to right, rear, Jimmy Smith, Gary 

Garrison, Pete Barber; front, Doc Hammond and 
Willo Brimberry. 
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San Diego Kelp Kings and their kings of th 


e deep. 





ee, 


Left to right: Emil Habecker, club president; Tom 


Thies and Vic Ambrose. The fish weighed (I. to r.) 197-lbs., 225-lbs., and 135-lbs., all taken at the 


Coronado Islands. The Kelp Kings are now accepting civilian members. 





four of us, including Jimmy Smith, Gary Garri- 
son, Willo Brimberry and myself immediately 
spotted a very large but seemingly immobile 
shark below us. No word was spoken but we 
lined up around the beast (apparently asleep 
15-20 feet below us). Smitty had in the mean- 
time traded his Arbalete to Peter Barber for our 
home-made CO., gun, except for the anchor end 
of a nylon (300 Ib. test) cord which Pete held 
inside of the raft. We all dived silently together 
and Smitty planted the spear into the front of 
this shark's head (actually the barbs hung in 
the hard palate of the roof of its mouth). The 
shark whirled away from us and was soon 
secured temporarily to the raft. It proved to be 
an eight foot nurse shark and was easy to con- 
trol once we had a lasso over her tail. However 
this variety, although apparently very harmless, 
is exceedingly strong and tough, we learned. It 
broke the steel ‘‘dead-man"’ cable in less than a 
minute of lashing and would have escaped had 
we not by then have secured its tail to the raft. 


Since this experiment, two of us journeyed to 
Nassau where we met and were entertained by 
an expert in fish-capturing and control. He is 
Mr. Peter Henry, who is a marine consultant for 
a research organization. He had just finished 
helping 20th Century Fox in the making of a 
movie called ‘‘Twelve Mile Reef.'' He took us 
in and around the underwater set which had 
been erected in 30 feet of water for the under- 
water sequences. Here he had operated a group 
of piscatorial actors including an 8-ft. shark, a 
large-sting ray and a loggerhead turtle. 


He said the shark presented quite a problem 
as the sharp-nosed variety were not sufficiently 
hardy to live through the treatment needed for 
handling. The same was true of barracuda. He 
finally settled on a large nurse shark which he 
captured by spearing. He then had the rather 
delicate job of sewing up her mouth with wire. 
After that she became a superb actress when 
properly handled. He simply dived down to the 
cage and placed a lasso over her tail. Then with 
two small but sturdy gaff hooks he held her 
gills out of the water until she was subdued. 
Then he swam down with her under the ‘‘kimbo”’ 
of his arm, much like one would carry a water- 
melon and released her among the human 
actors. She always gave such a convincing per- 
formance that she was finally released to join 
the freedom of her usual environment. He han- 
dled the ray and turtle in much the same man- 
ner. He said the barracuda are quite some ham 
actors and usually got into the act on their own, 
anyway. 


While there we made a movie of our own 
which is a documentary film designed to demon- 
strate the use of spearfishing equipment and 
skin diving techniques as an adjunct to oceanic 
survival. Mr. Henry and others were of consider- 
able help to us in this enterprise. The Governor, 
Sir Robert Neville, helped us considerably. He is 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SAN DIEGO KELP KINGS 


By JACK ELMORE 


The San Diego Kelp Kings, originally estab- 
lished as a Navy Club, is now going ‘‘ashore”’. 
Membership requirements contain no service con- 
nected status, but accepted members must be 
competent year-around divers who are interested 
in practicing safe and sane sportsmanship. 

Monthly meetings are held at the American 
Red Cross Headquarters, 3650—Sth Avenue, 
San Diego, at 8 p.m. on the first Tuesday of 
each month. If you plan to attend any of our 
meetings contact Herb Knight, J-2-8172 to con- 
firm time and date of meeting. Underwater 
movies are shown at each meeting. >= 


himself an ardent spearfisherman and very 
much of an expert. Mr. Carl Livingston of the 
Development Board allowed us the use of one 
of his new Bolex cameras with a Visiola case. 
We found that the barracuda there are indeed 
very fine actors. On the first day the two of us 
swam through a run of seven who seemed to 
be attracted by the hum of the camera mecha- 
nism. However, being our first day out we had 
neglected to protect the case from the sun and 
a fog had settled inside especially just opposite 
the lens. On the second day my buddy ‘‘Flinto” 
(Capt. Flint) ran out of film while | was count- 
erattacking a sharp-nosed shark with the stand 
ard underwater yell, and we missed again. 
However we scored well for two days which 
proved to be sufficient for our purpose. 

An interesting sidelight to the Nassau trip 
was an argument over water depth. Peter Henry 
insisted that the movie set of ‘‘Twelve Mile 
Reef'’ was in only 30 ft. of water, which after 
an hour or so of bottom work removing the 
props set me to wondering. A few days after 
our return, Capt. Yates, Flint and | measured 
our favorite hole which we had always worked 
with an aqua lung. We had previously thought 
it to be about sixty (60) feet deep. Since actual 
measurement proved my friend Mr. Henry to be 
correct (it measured 48 ft.) most of us have 
fished the bottom here unaided by cumbersome 
apparatus. In these waters a spear, flippers, 
mask and snorkel suffice. 

Most of us like the addition of a lead belt, 
however, for balance. 

We have made other short trips around these 
islands from time to time but for uderwater 
photographic work the Bahamas take the cake. 
This reminds me of one of Mr. Peter Henry's 
favorite comments: “If you hold a large fish 
out of the water just long enough he is easy 
to outswim and manage. As a matter of fact, 
| wouldn't mind putting in a round with Joe 
Louis if | were allowed to hold him under water 
as long as | liked beforehand. 
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LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES 
By WOODY DIMEL 


| was happy to see such a good turnout 
at our November meeting. Two underwater 
movies were shown and our detailed maps of 
the good diving spots was started. When these 
maps are finished we will have all the rocks 
and reefs charted in detail for our members 
use. 

Conrad Limbaugh of Scripps deserves a pat 
on the back for his set of rules for lung divers. 
Anyone using a lung should read these rules 
very carefully and follow them to the letter. 
While you are using a lung why not move out 
to the deeper water for yours bugs and abs 
and leave the shallower water for the novices. 
Those of you who did not attend the December 
Council meeting missed an excellent underwater 
movie in color photographed and shown by Mr. 
Limbaugh. Everyone is invited to the Council 
meetings so why not attend and learn what is 
going on. 

Speaking of the Council, how about publish 
ing in the Skin Diver from time to time a list 
of the clubs who belong to the Council and 
are working and paying their way and another 
list of the clubs that do not belong and are 
riding free and doing nothing to help our sport. 

As the Neptunes look back on 1953 we find 
that we didn't win any contests, set any world 
records or do anything else sensational but we 
did get a few abs, a few bugs and a few fish 
and we had a h of a lot of fun. We kicked 
in our dues to the Council and the O.F.P.A. 
We sent delegates to the meetings of both 
organizations, assisted in the programs, sent 
letters and telegrams to our congressmen and 
many other things that bring no_ publicity, 
medals or trophies but give us the satisfaction 
that we carried our share of the load of pre- 
serving the sport of skin diving. => 





WASHINGTON 


THE BEACHCOMBERS 
By JOHN E. FRIARS 


During the month of November a new skin 
diving and underwater spearfishing club was or- 
ganized in the Seattle, Washington area. Al- 
though several of us had been actively engaged 
in the sport for some time here, it was not until 
the last few months that enough interest was 
found to organize a club on a full scale. Finally, 
however, a small group started the ball rolling, 
and on Wednesday evening, November 25 an 
organizational meeting was held in full scale. 
Twenty-seven prospective members attended, and 
a successful business session was held. Under- 
water movies were shown, a demonstration of 
equipment was given, and refreshments were 


served. 

The ‘“‘piece de resistance’’ of the evening, 
however, was a plate of octopus meat (the 
result of a recent expedition), appetizingly 


arranged, complete with parsley, by the presi- 
dent's wife. All members agreed that boiled in- 
ner tubes couldn't have tasted better (it was 
a tough, old octopus). 


The new club will be known as The Beach- 
combers, and will welcome any correspondence 
from other clubs or individuals. Future plans 
include several expeditions to various parts of 
the state in search of new areas, a series of 
lectures and underwater movies on regular meet- 
ing nights, and help to all beginners. The first 
club outings were taken on Saturday and Sun- 
day, November 28 and 29. Frank Wolff and 
John Friars, the club's vice-president and presi- 
dent, respectively, took us out to some of the 
choice spearing locations, lent them their suits 
and showed them the ropes. Several of the new- 
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comers did very well, coming up with some fair 
size fish taken with a hand spear. Among those 
new members participating were Larry Skoog, 
Jack Helstrom, Bill Morris, Bob Hoard, Vic 
Lindholm and Ray Griffin. Two 3-ft. mud sharks 
were speared on Saturday by Frank Wolff and 
John Frairs, as well as a number of other large 
cod and bullhead. A 30-ib. Ling was taken on 
Sunday by Frank Wolff. 


Other good catches lately have included an 
8-ft. octopus taken by Frank Wolff, Sam Meln 
and Jack Meyers. Sam and Jack are members 
of the Puget Sound Mudsharks, a group from 
the Everett-Edmonds area here in Washincton. 
Also taken in recent trips were a large number 
of Ling Cod (ranging from 15-30 Ibs.). Frank 
Wolff, Rod Wolff and John Frairs have taken 
most of these with Arbaletes and hand spears, 
Some large skates have also been broug!t in 
by these three, and Chuck Fendrych, another 
ardent skin diver. The latest thing here is 
taking Ling with a knife, started by Frank 
Wolff on one of our recent trips. Frank, discard- 
ing his Arbalete, took a ]7-lb. beauty | sing 
only his diving knife. It proved to be quite a 
battle. We are all waiting for the day when 
Frank will throw away his knife and try to 
bite them to death. 


A wide variety of experience is represented 
in the new club. We have members ranging 
from professional photographers to machinists, 
from engineers to athletic directors. In all, the 
experience and knowledge from which we ave 
to draw should make our club an interesting and 
active one. We have high hopes for the future, 
and will welcome any advice or information 
which other clubs can give us regarding your 
own problems of organization and perpetuation. 


All correspondence may be addressed to me 
(John Friars) at 9208—23rd S.W., Secttle, 
Washington. >> 
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Aqua Shop 


A skin diver’s paradise for 
skin divers only. 


| 1911 So. Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 


PHONE 
FRontier 5-6714 or 5-6327 


STORE HOURS— 


10 to 6 Mon. thru Sat. 
9 to 12 Sunday 


BEL-AQUA Rubber Suits 
Sold on Time Payments 
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aw |DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 

sharks By MARIE DI CARLO 

Iff and 

w large They're back! You all know what we mean if 

ken on you've been doing any diving of late. Our 
cew pulled in over 80-ibs. of the Friday Feast 

ded an off the outer breakwater during the first week 

n Meln of December. (Even the word December sounds 

em bers cold. . . January sounds even colder!) 

P from Competition for the monthly trophy was high 

‘ington, Bitor November but Bill Biller, past president, 


number presse! the point when he pulled in a 14-Ib 
- Frank § cgbezone. Just two weeks later Pau! Breakbill 


> taken § ot the breakwater, brought up an 8-lb. Cabe 
spears. § sone. 





ugiit in . . 
another Mos! of the club meets wrens week at the Bill Biller, Davey Jones Raiders, with Mexican 
here is | wee hour of 8 a.m. Sunday morning. They push lobsters, Punta Banda. 


off from Pierpoint and paddle to the point of 





Frank 
discard. | desperation. They might get seasick (what a 
y sing nasty word!) on their way to the diving area, Burt Titford is president and Freddie Police is 
quite o f but un Jaunted, they dare the dangerous depths vice-president. George Toombs was re-elected 
y when fond w th determination and dark purple com- as secretary-treasurer. North Hollywood Tridents—John Steele, 150-lb. 
try to | plexions, they compete for the coveted cup. Our club has decided wholeheartedly to push ray and Dick Taylor, 70-lb. ray. Catch was made 


safety ahead of anything else we've been con at Palos Verdes Estates, California. 


sidering. Its importance should be utmost in our 
minds at all times. This is not only for the 


“Meet Day'’ was only held one Sunday each 
month. That meant if the water was dirty 
esented Pond one little minnow would get past the 





ranging F qualifications . . . it would win the month's safety of ourselves, but anyone that we are We are 100% behind both the Council and the 
chinists, BF oward (This is the reason for the monster that diving with. Our whole troop sal going to take O.F.P.A. Especially do we need to back the 
all, the Bon the trophy for October. Oh . . . what a a senior life saving class. This inspiration was Ocean Fish Protective Association. We under- 
ve ave Bdgy to take a picture . . . and to publish it!!!) given by our Red Cross guest who demonstrated stand that raw sewage will be dumped directly 
ing and F oy, organization (with much controversy from and explained water safety. Of most interest to into White's Point. This means a lot to the line 
future, Fine lung element) decided the largest fish us was the new method of artificial respiration fishermen, but brother, what about the diver! 
mation caught in club outings during the whole month that he showed us. Bill Biller received the You will sure as heck have to take a bath after 
19 YOU Fwould be the trophy taker. This will make for bruises. diving . . . and watch what you're shooting. 
tuction. F nore ompetition and no repitition (we hope) We are extremely proud that all our members We intend to stand behind the O.F.P.A. on their 
to me Fo what appeared in last month's magazine as are so interested in the Council of Diving Clubs fight against this. We'd like to see some of you 
Seattle, Bon award winner. and the O.F.P.A. Tony Di Carlo, a Raider charter other fellows do likewise. Let's keep diving a 
New officers are presiding for the Raiders. member, is now Finance Director for the council. clean sport! >= 
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Proctor S SUB- MARINER 
Soft, Warm, Comfortable 

SPEAR GUNS . Neoprene Foam Rubber 

ve. CRESS] © BARRACUDA ® NEPTUNE 

THE SPORTSMAN FULL SUIT... . $75 

We 70 cu. ft. $1.25 ea. 

: Refill Tanks 38 cu. ft. $1.00 ea. AVAILABLE AT YOUR DEALERS 


. or write . 
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berkeley 4 - california 
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NEW YORK 


PORPOISE CLUB 


By FRANKLIN KABELKA 
1953 EASTERN COAST CHAMPIONSHIPS 


All the teams met at Montauk Point on time 
and eoger to capture the title of Eastern chan- 
pions. From eight teams there were thirty-nine 
men, mostly from the Brooklyn, Long Is'and and 
Manhattan areas of Greater New York. On the 
beach there were an assortment of guns, hand 
gigs, rafts, inner tubes or what have you, and 
the meet was ready to begin. Exactly twelve 
o'clock with the sun hidden behind a haze, we 
splashed, scrambled and even ran into the water 
which devoured us a'l in a matter of a few 
seconds. The visibility was from ten to eighteen 
feet in most places. 


The two hours that we were in the water 
proved to be very exciting for al! hands 
concerned. A Ray weighing close to forty pounds 
was speared in shallow water. The ‘‘fortunate" 
lad managed to grasp a large rock in order to 
slow the Ray down. No such luck! The Ray was 
pulling with all the power at his command. The 
lad either had to swim for shore or have his 
line broken in a few minutes. Then yours truly 
spied the predicament and lent a helping hand 
With the two of us pulling slowly, but surely, 
it started to move shoreward. He was just about 
in when fate frowned upon us. The line broke! 
A mad dash was made for the line which dis 
appeared underwater. It was retrieved, luckily 
We heaved again finally to bring the large fish 
in. All this to no avail. The fish was caught out 
of the staging area. 


The most amazing part of the contest was 
the winning team of the Porpoise Club who took 
top honors, to beat the Western Coast champs 
with a total aggregate weight in fish of fifty- 
two pounds, ten ounces 

That is to compare the contests, not the teams 
themselves. The three top men are Bernie Nistad, 
Billy Carew and Guy DeAuguste. Billy by the 
way is acting president of the Porpoise Club. 
Bernie is an active college student of Poly 
Institute. All that need be said of Guy, is, he's 
in the United States Marine Corps. The prize 
for the largest individual catch goes to another 
member of the Porpoise Club, Kenny Simpson, 
who speared a twenty-eight pound Ray 

The Long Island Dolphins, by the way, went 
to a heck of a lot of trouble to make this meet 
a reality long dreamed of by the fanatics on 
the East coast. Eight teams is a very good 
showing but there were numerous other clubs 
in the Jersey, Connecticut and Maryland areas 
who did not get the word on this function 
Neat year we will sec to it that these people 
receive that word and have a bijger and beiter 
meet to try and outdo the boys on the West 
coast, and possibly get there to try our luck 
in Western waters. *=* 
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Dotson - Kimes 
Enterprises 


Introduce a Semi-Custom 
Underwater Camera 


Finished cases to 
complete elec- 
tronically con- 
troled iris units 
available. For 
details, write: 


DOTSON - KIMES ENTERPRISES 
4339 CORINTH AVE., CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


WEST LOS ANGELES 


NEPTUNES 
By GENE DANIELS 


Anacapa Island is the high spot of this 
month. This rather neglected island is truly a 
skin divers (and sea lions) paradise. An eleven 
mile ride from Port Hueneme finds this tiny and 
completely barren National Monument rising 
majesticza'ly from the ocean. The entire coastline 
is pocketed with extremely deep caves and the 
howls of the seals and their pups are con- 
stanitly echoing along the shore. Most of the 
island is sheer cliff extending about forty feet 
below the surface, however it is surprisingly 
easy to ascend with a pair of flippers when a 
thousand pound sea lion decides he wants to 


dance! 


The water is beginning to cool off this month 
with the temperature about 61°. Visibility wes 
about one hundred feet except when the Opa!- 
eye got so thick that the light was subdued 
Our trip was combined with the McCulloch 
Mermen who won top honors with a 21-Ib. 
sheepshead. | imagine most of the readers of the 
SKIN DIVER know about the prize catch for our 
club as the din coming from a house in Venice 
is pretty loud and constant as Bill Lawson, our 
most enthusiastic new member, corners pedes 
trians wherever available and tells about his 
first lobster in the daytime, a 10-Ib. bull taken 
without gloves no less! This same Lawson made 
excellent sea lion bait as he swam back and 
forth in front of one of the caves trying to lure 
one of soaring seals out for my new underwater 
movie camera. | believe he really makes better 
bait than anything else! 


John Hall, our vice president, is also sporting 
a new home-made case for an Argus which he 
used with reasonable success at Malibu. Keep 
your eyes peeled in future issues, we should 
have plenty of pictures from now on. 


Theve is a bit of an argument going on at 
our meetings. Will somebody (probably a 
Florida man), please explain how to cock the 
largest model Cressi Gun while in the water? 
There must be some trick to it. 


How about some more of you independent 
divers in the West L.A. and Santa Monica 
area coming around to one of our meetings. 
We're having movies every month and it will 
give you a chance to meet new faces and see 
why we are so proud of our club. | firmly 
believe that club diving has increased my per- 
sonal enjoyment in the sport tenfold, maybe it 
can do the same for you. >> 





PHELPS 
Sporting Goods 


AQUA LUNGS & REFILLS 
UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 
Spear Guns — _ Rubber Suits 


ORNELIUS PORTABLE DIVING COMPRESSOR 
$242.00 & Up 


Open every Sunday — 


Phone Glencove 5-4112 
5715 LA JOLLA BLVD. 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 











Ron Merker, president of the Sub-Mariner:, 32 

pound White Sea Bass speared at Santa Cata- 

lina island off the “‘Maray"’. Photo by Sergie 
Beltran. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


NEWPORT HARBOR 
SUB-MARINERS 
By SERGIE BELTRAN 


The Newport Harbor Sub-Mariners had their 
first anniversary dinner at the Capistrano Beach- 
combers' C.ub and the yeary trophies were 
presented to the following: Ron Merker, for the 
largest edibile and inedible fish; Sergie Beltran 
for the largest abalone; Bi'l Stone, for the 
best photograph of the year. The Jonah Trophy 
was ‘‘won"' by our club secretary, Jean Gordon 

Nominaiions were he'd at our new clud 
house, the Tar Pit, in Newport Beach. Elections 
will be he'd in January al the Tar Pit 

Don Perkins’ 20-Ib. halisut looks pretty good 
for the December Trop!iy, donated by our gro 
cious sponsor, Terry Cox. 

Al Deacon finally got a ‘‘job’’. He is work 
ing for Scripp's Institution of Oceanography. He 
works with the Aqua-Lung doing some researc) 
for Scripps. (Some guys have all the luck!!) 

Co!ld water is here again and the members 
are doning their Foam-Neoprene suiis and 
shirts. Neveriheless, no matter how cold the day 
may be, the Sub-Mariners will stiil be seen 
exploring, spearing or just plain swimming @ 
some familiar cove. 

We hope that the New Year brings some 
crystal clear and calm days of civing. 


Qrrrrrer7 PROPLOR IPOD POP OOD OLDE oe 


Coming to Florida this winter? Don’ 
fail to visit the friendly Florida Frog 
man, pick up your mail and at th 
same tine examine the most complet 
line of quality equipment for th 
underwater explorer and sportsman t 
be found in the United States includ 
ing the complete DESCO line. 


Tke Florida Frogman 
Sunset Theatre Building 
U.S. #1 
SOUTH MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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ARizona 9-8750 


1501—Standard....$25.00 





1502—Delux... -$35.00 1503—Junior 


Here is the 
AQUA-LUNG 


Invented and used by Capt. Cousteau (author of the 
best seller “The Silent World’). The “Aqua-Lung 
is not an experiment; it has been used for eight 
years without one single casualty traced to a 
mechanical failure. It is standard equipment in the 


French, Canadian, British and U. S. Navies, and the 
Universities of Washington, Wisconsin, Stanford 
Berkeley, Texas, M.I.T., U.S.C., U.C.L.A., Pomona 
College, Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations, Fist 


and Wildlife Service, U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation, Scripps Institution of Ocean 
ography, fire departments, Cross 
shipping companies, harbor commissions, life 
guards, 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. (as in their 
masterpiece ‘The Frogmen'’), and by thousands of 
yachtsmen, sports and commercial fishermen 


American Red 


The most momentous invention since the conquest of 

air, the “Aqua-Lung” opens up a new and richer 

world to the pioneers of our generation. You too 

can enjoy the exhilarating experience of neutral 

buoyancy and, like fish, escape the laws of gravity 
. effortless motion in any direction! 


Do not trade your life for a few silver pieces 
why take a chance? Dive with the ‘Aqua-Lung’ of 
proved performance. 


All units complete for immediate use 
JUNIOR ('/. hour — no reserve) $115.00 


STANDARD (1 hour — air reserve) $160.00 
NAVY TYPE (2 tanks plus reserve) $275.00 


Pirelli 


Exclusive distribution of the famous Pirelli 
(Vulcanized) diving suit presently used by 


the Frogmen. ........ With Hood $70.00 


U. S. DIVERS CORPORATION 


1045 BROXTON AVENUE 
BRadshaw 2-1596 
WEST LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 


$22.50 





The ‘“‘ARBALETE” (trade name) gets the big ones and won the Pacific Coast and National Championships in 
!! Check these unique features: floats, silent, as powerful in shallow or deep water, warm or icy 
water. Every shot is free. No dangerous explosion to scare the fish away. 


1519 $3.95 





Squale 


Navy type 





unsurpassed in desigr 1 qual 
ty, with short, soft skirt; comfortable fit on 
the most sensitive faces. Will seal on frog 
man suit. Widest field of vision, solid stain 
less steel rim, shatterproof glass—the best 
insurance st 1ents O eyes. Of 
tne sever mer r Ore S r type 
face masks tested by e U. S. Naval Under 
water Motion P re Dept., U. S. Navy 
only one e Frenct SQUALE fa mask 
was found satisfactory $5.75 
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Kelp-Kings of Alhambra—Al McClean and Gene Burnham. The surf and surge had been plenty 
and the catch nil. Jim Young’s Beach Camp, Salt Creek, Laguna Beach, California. Photo by 
Crader and Rolland Lee, C. F. Braun & Co. Photographers. 








